MEws

Comimunity Voboa - September 20, 2018 33

Kanata Theatre celebrates 50 years of show business

The volunteer mespnan group has seen change over time, but continues to entertain the community

It was 1968 when Mary
Mauger placed a notico
of invitsban e all "Bam
actors” in the Kanata
Stanslard, the weekly
[ragpes, wihich an the tene
was several pheces of
letter-size paper sinphed
g

The e mectlng eonsis:-
il of the decisbon ivmeet
vigularly 1 real gilays
oge e

Hy thi flboving speing.
the group performed
an evening of ase-act
slays nl the Stephen

earock Pablic School in
Beaverhisak

The Kanan Theatie
now kikckl o of f Ws 505k

sirasin = no amall Eal for |

wi-lased group
e ot s A froup
n" actors gather-
fng vogether in the late
Mausger s own house.

Mager was theihestre’s
first spcrotaryand respon-
sibde for directingand cos-
turnes forthe firsd play. She
inarmemtred ashaing
winrked ey s, e
prostuctbon of costumes,
sets, arwd shaow ngup ot
anyrehrarsals

She passed away In 2008
afier decades of dedica-
st bathe Kanata Theatre
The 350-seal Falnsage
awditorium at the Ron
Mlaslin Mlavkeuse, where
the K Theatie e
forms fis plays, is named
after Manger and her work
inEhe coenmunity theate

The playhiouse was com-
strucied in 1936, with
the perfarmanco af The
Imporiance of Being
Earnest nsdis frst prodec-
Lo, In 2008, the byilding
hadan extension Buily o
ACCommodate more space
Tor the group.

Kansta Thestne Prosident
Cordon Walls has beenin-
wvolved with the company
In many capasiijes for
helaat 20yoars of shows,

rur e rebarial dor Dent
Do o Dumase, the graup’s
kol ibeorw o i $0R paar,
Wit ibaswr e it lioier ithin
k.

from scting o workieg
backstage

i was rorfarming in
Criawa iheatee growps
far abowt a decade be-
fre paiming the Kinata
Thal e, bt i e ped-
ommeridationof a couple
differentpeoplewhocame
sbil n his B, Walls de-
cided o sudition forthe
west end thestre

v T has iever leoked
back.

Helng heavily involved
it B Bl @ee s arver the
las two decndss, Walls
has witnessed firsthand
howthoervirmmmant has
shilied drastically.

“It's becaming & more
challenging enviren-
et B ants in general.”
he sadd. "I not surpeis-
ing that movie studios
hagl thedr worsd year in
20 years bat yoar. ] think

thar's an indication of &

wider trend.”
walls told Yowr
Cormrurity Voloe that

theatre revenses have
been d mopping al | over. not
cnly i Kanats ce araws,
utserona North Americs

“The workd s a lot dif:
fovent than i waseven 10
vearsago... Feom snans

perspectine, there are
cenalmnly a kot more com
prtitive volors fonpoopl's
arlenlimn.”

Technodogy bsas changed
the way inwhich we lne
eaif lives, anud live 1Beatne
has not been dmmane o
b changes.

There are saibibe warsin
weluleh Walks and enhers

have seein the 1heatie
ewalve over ths years.
W hd b |t gt e tolally
appansal o an auslicnoe,
thee way things hap
behipd-the-scenes has
signifcamly changod eore
theyvears.

Hew technology has al
lerwed g muao ¢
efiEation in &
lighting systems, with
Fevwer mansaal sysbems bo
Facilivate,

Al while there have
bren many changes amd
live thestoe hasbeen hig
n eonee vways asa resul,
Walls is uncertaintbere’s
P i —

“The peaphe wha have

b b i g Herve dhiniy
warry a1 ups and
downs”

The Kapata Theatre puts
on Tive cegular season
shews and tvwo addiion-
al shows achvear. witha
Tl ligseuggrastic pated Tor
I bald- cenmury year, kick-
ireg ol e yrar witha mex
o et v the namo of
vt Decas For Dianes,
openingibis week.

Lachyvar, b prougees
mee Ladent ceene throtgh
|t hcsars fiog i boes L msd
conl inmees Br grow as a
camenuaily, Rensaskable
T fns sz, {5 0hee factnbuan
the Kansta Theatrefisen-
tirely vishanteos-fun.

I youa use Bl as ol
verin, we are ihe largest
theatreinibecity thad i
£ il el valuntese-
" s Walls.

Wisheach and everysole
fille<! by valispteers, g
givesmenshers the chance
to iy thedr hand at differ-
om Ehimgs

Wikile some prefer the
limnelight and ofhers pae-
Fer 1 e lig bt g Bscad, Eha
Eanata Theatre allews
people 1o work in their
strempths and fosiems a
loas g ol pen et Tor
PR rtun i hes. Thae
sald, m' ewul of Ehe day,
P e v fives fior grval -
Thes A5 AT A& EOPNTERIN XY
theatre goes.

“Amditboming 53 compe-
Lo, sakd Walls.

“Wereedihebes -
in the right spots at ihe
right mafment, bomakothe
=it sy s pvicibbe. B che
end. it'sall about having
Tunand beingervative.”

The Kamata Theateewill
behousinga eial ol seven
shwrers Ehis coming year,
kicking ofl thisweek, For
tickets amd more infor-
mation on the Kanata
Thaire, ploass visi wan.
knmminhest re.com
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