J(anata theatre

presents

THE 12exXcAr CHILDRIEN

BY GFRTRUDF CHANDLER W ARNER
1\!?7XI’TI-D BY PARBARA IFIELD

Directed by Kareen Lively

The Boxcar Children is produced by special arrangement with Plays
for Young Audiences, a partnership of Seattle Children’s Theatre and
Children’s Theatre Company - Minneapolis

There is one intermission. Refreshments will NOT be served.
Food and drink are not permitted in the auditorium.
Please be considerate: ensure that pagers and cellular phones are turned off. The
use of analog or digital media capture during the performance is prohibited by law.
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Watch played by Scruffy Dog

The Kanata Theatre KT Kids present

Music by Zina Goldrich
Book and Lyrics by Marcy Heisler

Edwina Spoonapple dreams of becoming the next sensation at the
“Advice-apaloosa” festival in Kalamazoo. With the help of her friends,
and an unsuspecting next door neighbour, they may just make her
dreams come true. Come and watch this musical adventure presented
by the Youth of Kanata Theatre.

Friday June 4th, 2010 7:00 PM
Saturday June 5th, 2010 2:00 PM

All Tickets $3.00

Tickets on sale now at the Box Office

Dear Edwina Junior

is presented through special arrangement
with Music Theatre International (MTI)
All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI.
421 West 54th Street, New York, NY 10019
Phone: (212) 541-4684 Fax: (212) 397-4684




DIRECTOR’S NOTE

Welcome to Kanata Theatre’s Annual Holiday Production.

Generations of readers who have followed the beloved Aldens
|\ in The Boxcar Children series will not be disappointed to see
| these wonderful characters come to life before their very own
eyes. The twins, Henry and Jessie, and their two younger sib-
lings Violet and Benny, do not hesitate to “take their fate in
their own hands” when they realize that, after withessing the
tragic death of their parents, they are being sent off to live in separate foster
homes.

This classic story, set during the Great Depression, invites you to share the
adventure of playing house in an old abandoned boxcar — a place where chil-
dren live independently without the protection, guidance or rules of adults.
It is a story of courage, of sadness, of joy, of survival, of determination and
discovery... but most of all it is a story of unshakeable family love.

When the opportunity to present this play, at this time of the year, was offered
to me, | wondered whether our audience would be disappointed when it was
revealed that we were not offering a musical or a more seasonal production.
| have to confess | was very undecided - | read through the play again... and
again, trying to figure out what it was about this piece that appealed to me
so strongly.

After reading the play before bed one evening, a real sense of nostalgia
came over me and it all became clear — my siblings and | had often played
house in our own woods-filled rural backyard as children. We’d drag rocks
and line them up to show where walls and doorways were, string skipping
ropes through the branches of the trees and, more often than not, drape old
blankets over them to make walls. We'd feast on a picnic of crackers and
cookies and apples — all the while feeding our growing bodies and our limit-
less imaginations.

I thought of the many who still reminisce as | do about their own special
“childhood” moments — and it was this in the end, that led me to think that at
this time of the year especially — a time when “families” (in whatever shape or
form that is to each of you) figure so prominently in our lives — that bringing
The Boxcar Children to life would be welcomed by young and old alike.

May the spell of this story once told, give you a chance to remember the
“good old days” and may we also be reminded that “families” are important
to us and “Home is where the heart is”.

Kanata Theatre’s next production is...
Six Dance Lessons in Six Weeks by Richard Alfieri
Directed by Susan Monaghan
February 2-6 & 9-13, 2010
Tickets available at the Box Office.
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Latecomers will be seated at the discretion of the House Manager

Kanata Theatre acknowledges with special appreciation the following
friends who have provided items or services to the production:

Ron Evans, Jeff Lively
The Mills Family

All KT members who volunteered after the publication deadline.




