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Kanata actors catch
magic of Shakespeare

BY BRUCE DEACHMAN

here was Jim Holmes
when I was in high
school English class-
s, slogging through Shake-
peare’s work as if it was the lit-
rary equivalent of a go-pound
backpack, each play seemingly
britten in Egyptian hiero-
blyphics and unwilling to reveal
iny meaning, despite my best
Lfforts to read it aloud in the
attest monotone possible?
Holmes, director of Kanata
heatre’s A Midsummer Night's
Dream, which opened Wednes-
Hay night at the Ron Maslin
Playhouse, has fashioned a
onderfully original and funny
ersion of Shakespeare’s late-
16th-century comedy. It is aren-
dition fuil of modern-day sur-
prises intertwined with bril-
liant 400-year old wit, and it
drew laughs the way a favourite
uncle pulls coins from your ear:
magically and at will.

The story? As convoluted and
unbelievable as anything, but
imagine three stages. On one are
four Athenian youths, two boys
and two girls; one boy has per-
mission to marry the girl who
doesn’t love him, while the one

Theseus, the duke, and his bride
Hippolyta. On Stage 3 are
Oberon and Titania, the king
and queen of the fairies, and
Oberon’s right-hand fairy, Puck.

Bring the three stages togeth-

er for 2v2 hours and you've got
A Midsummer Night’s Dream, a
fabulous night-time tale of love
and humour, of magic potions
and the utterly forbidden co-
mingling of gods and mortals.

Holmes’ unique take is appar-
ent from the start, as his Athens
is clearly Athens, Ont., right.
down to its famous outdoor
murals. The suspicious street-
sweeper, wearing a Pepsi toque
and the portentous “Athens
PUC” (Public Utilities Com-
mission) printed on the back of
his coveralls, turns out to be
none other than the playful
Puck.

And while the play re-
mains essentially true to
the language ol Shake-
spearc (“Thou hast, with
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else into the present day
(“I go! I go! Look how I
go!” shouts Puck as he
exits the forest on a
scooter).
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® SHADOW OF THE VAMPIRE
@ Willem Dafoe Wed. at 6:50 pm

Oberon and Titania, while Bob
Lackey’s difficult role of The-
seus is performed forcefully
and without flaw.

The scene depicting the play-
within-a-play — Pyramus and
Thishe — put on by the six
Athenians is utterly brilliant,
acting both as the comic de-
nouement of the evening and
proof that Shakespcare knew
how to have fun at his own ex-
pense. Jamic Hodgins’ portrayal
of Francis Flute’s portrayal of
Thisbe — a female role — is a
hilarious study in discomfort,
while Rob Fairbairn’s roles as
both Tom Snout and a brick
wall — each constantly eating
- add goofy charm.

Equal to Holmes’ task was the
work of Eufron Williams, Bren-
da Parr, and their crew. They
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The acting and the costumes sparkle in Kanata Theatre’s Midsummer Night's Dream.

added incredible sparkle to the
show, from Puck, Oberon and
Titania’s glamorously ornate af-
fairs, through the fairies’ beauti-
ful pastel outfits, to the odd
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continues tonight and {
and May 29-June 2. T'
cach for adults, are av
the box office, 1 Ron
Way, or by calling 8

makeshift ones worn in the
mock play.
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A Midsummer Night’s Dream

J kK
EXHILARATING
ADVENTURE”

Liz Braun, THE TORONTO SUN

“THE MuMMY RETURNS' IS
THAT RARE SEQUEL THAT
Tops ITs PREDECESSOR!”

who doesn’t have permission is
planning to elope with her, and
the odd-girl-out is in love with
the first guy. First girl’s father is
there, too, as are the duke of
 Athens and the former queen of
the Amazons. On Stage 2 are six
japs: Peter Quinee

Peter Howell, THE TORONTO STAR

“SPECTACULAR EFFECTS
will leave you gasping for air!”
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Smith’s Puck is sly and o Y

mischievous, and the ,

FYYEYER X KR R L

[REAE NS SRR »"éi<.'-’»‘.».l:".-‘{"'fi-‘»":‘{

.EKEND, |
. {

sight of him in his silver
and green lamé outfit,
complete with curled-up
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" SWEAR TO THEE BY CUPID'S STRONGEST
BOW..THE COURSE OF LOVE NEVER DID RUN
SMOOTH...THEREFORE YOU MUST NEEDS PLAY
“* PYRAMUS...THAT FRIGHTS THE MAIDENS OF THE
 VILLAGERY...AND NEVER, SINCE THE MIDDLE
“SUMMER'S SPRING...SLEEP HIS SEAT ON THY
"EYELID. 1 SHALL DESIRE YOU OF MORE
ACQUAINTANCE...TO VOW AND SWEAR AND

SUPERPRAISE MY PARTS..THOU RUNAWAY, THOU
COWARD... CROOK-KNEED, AND DEWLAPPED LIKE
THESSALIAN BULLS..HOP AS LIGHT AS BIRD FROM
BRIAR AND ... IF WE SHADOWS HAVE OFFENDED,
~ THINK BUT THIS AND ALL IS MENDED:
" LOVE MAKES FOOLS OF US ALL."
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