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i ‘The Ottawa Citizen.
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"’I‘he play begms with sunshine, laughter and music and
the hght-hearted tone of this productlon of William Shake-
g;;re s Much Ado About Nothing is set.
e merry ambience quickly makes it clear that this tale
tgdestmed for a happy-ever-after endmg, despite much ado
along the way. Employmg original music by Margrit Cattell
and fine singing from Ben Tolley, director Andrew
Williams, aided by Kim Gardner’s attractive bi-level set,
prepares the audience fora frothy evening’s entertainment.
,.,,The plot of the Bard’s 1595 play centres on two pairs of

3

1 VELS whose romances almost founder. The older couple, _ .
Beatnce and Bénedick, live in friendly enmity and are too ',

tossing vérbal barbs to realize that they love each oth-

er. It takes subterfuge among their cohorts to make them 1)

abandon their’ verbal jousting and accept their destiny.
1f Beatrice and Bénedick are almost keptapart by their
¢iwn denial; the younger pair, Hero and Claudlo, are almost

; fa];s)ara‘ted permanently by the treachery of. other‘ Wwho

ely accusé':fh_e jnnocent Hero of infidelity.” &

Thisisa playihai stands or falls on style of presentation ;

and the ‘qualityof the performances of Beatrice and
‘Renedick. And this’ styhsh ensemble production —occa- .
4ionally marred by such minor irritants as slow set cha.nges

#nd some hzurstyles inappropriate to the Regency setting."~,

- is'well served by Amy Adams and Rob ]ohnstone in the
fwo central roles: %,
As Beatrice, Adams g1ves one of Shakespeare s wittiest
Heroines enough spunk and charim’ to demonstrate just why
Benedick is §0 drawn to “Lady Disdain” that he constantly
returns fori x,nore verbal fencing. Balancing'Benedick’s com-
ic and heroi¢ aspects most effectively, Johnstone moves

“smoothly from wondering how his friend Claudio can be

félled by love to becoming a fost ardent swain himself.

”;Erm Chnsty,and Corey Stevenson also handle the less. .. A

eaty ( tunes“downnght wimpy) roles of the innocent
o and the easily duped Claudio well. ,
3 s the pompous Dogberry (played with comic -
by | “Lackey), the broodingly evil Don John *
(Blayed moré in'stiidied sorrow than cold malevolence by
©olin Williams) and the noble Don Pedro (played to great
ect and: with supérb control by Tom Kobolak) offer more
portunities for actors to spread their wings. '
%.D general, a]l the cast deliver mtelhgent, believable char-
ns tinged with humour in a well-paced produc-

Qon‘ that iswotth makxpg much ado about.

:kd'ria'tci Theatre’s ﬁroductlon of Much Ado About Nothing
&ntmues at8 p.m. tomorrow night and Nov. 26-29, Ron '
Terry Fox Drive. Tickets $12. Call 831-4435




{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }

