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Lee and Owen plan to spend a quiet weekend of beer and
fishing at their uncle's lakeside cottage. The unexpected
arrival of Mary and Loretta results in a very funny, tender
and unsentimental look at four lives in transition.
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By Iris Winston

Citizen correspondent

A yvoung man with cancer has less
than a vear to live. A young woman
has been deserted by her husband.

Not much of a base for a rollick-
ing comedy. particularly when you
throw in the woman’s self-absorbed
vounger sister and the man’s irre-
sponsible younger brother, who
keeps pretending that the medical
diagnosis is wrong.

Yet playwright Norm Foster man-
ages to keep 'em laughing through
much of The Melville Boys in the
Kanata Theatre production, which
opened Wednesday.

" But this tragi-comic mix is never
‘completely comfortable, because
Foster hasn't decided whether this
is a drama with comic one-liners, or

a comedy with darker overtones.

While the best comedy has a seri-
ous thread and the best drama ben-
efits from some comic relief, the
playwright’s purpose must be clear.

Foster, who has been called the
Canadian answer to Neil Simon, set-
tles for a slice-of-life sit-com, relying
heavily on his unquestionable tal-
ent for writing slick and believable
dialogue.

It works to a degree, particularly
in this smooth production, because
director Peter Jefferson (who also
designed the set) and his cast deliv-
er a realistic, ensemble show.\

The strong cast concentrates on
creating three-dimensional charac-
ters and convincing relationships.

These are people we might meet
in real life. This is the familiar cot-
tage by the lake, the place where
you’d expect to find a couple of reg-
ular guys in jeans spending a beer-
sodden weekend.

But brothers Lee (Stewart Wheel-
er) and Owen James Russell)
Melville have different agendas for
their time together.

Lee, the cancer patient, wants

Owen to care for his family after he
dies. But Owen is trying to recreate
earlier, carefree times. He avoids
any discussion of the future by ask-
ing two boaters who happen by —
Mary (Cheryl Mitchell) and her sis-
ter, Loretta (Laura Kyswaty) — to
join the brothers for the weekend.
The four pair off: responsible,
older Lee and Mary on the one
hand, and the fun-loving, selfish

- couple of Owen and Loretta on the

other. And somewhere along the
way, Lee and Owen come to an
understanding.

The four actors manage to shine
despite an awkward situation with a
minimal plot..

The central relationship between
the two brothers is particularly well
developed, with Owen/Russell
showing very effectively how much
he cares for his brother by pretend-
ing not to care at all, and Lee/Wheel-
er retaining his usual place of look-
ing after his kid brother.

The performances, not the script,
make this weekend at the lake
worth the trip.

Iris Winston is an Ottawa freelance writer
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