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Arts/Entertainment

Kanata production
lacking momentum

By Joanne Laucius
Ciizen staft wrter

The problem with Kanata Thea-
tre's production of Absent
Friends is that it can't decide
whether Lo be British or not.

In the end, it's not British
enou

Absent Friends is Kanata The-
atre’s fifth attempt at a play by
much-produced playwright Alan
Ayckbourn. It's a comedy about a
group of friends who gather for
lea a few weeks alter the drown-
ing death of a friend's fiancée,
whom none of the friends has
ever met

Each character is preoccupied
Wwith his own worries, and friction
between the characters soon
starts to simmer on stage. And
that's one of the production’s
greatest faults — iU's simmering
when it should be boiling

That's where the production’s
essential Britishness — or lack of
At — comes in.

Absent Friends, like many
plays aboul Britons, revolves
around the British unselfconscious
primness, and whal happens when
<racks start lo show The Kanata
Theatre production just never gets
around to establishing that vulner-
able composure

Much to the consternation of
the Lea parly, the bereaved cheer:
Tully passes out snapshots of the
deceased. 1 like that handbag,”
says the brazen Evelyn, glancing
through the photos.

1 would hate to drawn," says
Marge. “You look so awful after-
wards’

The British accents of the ac-
tors, with 4 few notable cxcep-
Yons, wax and wane. Others are
wirtually non-existent

Take the line “Just don't make
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daft noises at him. He doesn't like
that.”

Spoken in flat North American
Enghsh, some of the humor is si-
phoned out of a line that the audi-
ence wants so desperately to hear
as “Don’t myake dawft noises
aht ‘im. 'E dussn’t lyike thawt.”

Ayckbourn's text is good, but
demanding. The play's rhythms
demand that reserve should crum-
ble into frenzy on a few occa-
sions, but the pacing in the Ka-
nala production never seems to
quite catch the necessary momen-
tum at the right points.

Merle Nicholds, who makes her
first appearance with Kanata
Theatre, doesn't seem to grasp
the great comedic potential of her
role, the sullen and sluttish Eve-
lyn, and often almost throws
away the best lines in the play

Nicholds' monosyllabic re-
sponses 1o questions {rom the oth-
er characters are wooden, and
don't explore the real range possi-
ble for those grunted “Yes” and
“No” replies

Gwen Knight as Diana fares a
liitle better. but her upper-crust
accent slips afler a fow minutes
on stage, makes a brave come-
back in other spots, but never
seems strong enough,

The strongest performances of
the evening come from Betty
Francis as the shopaholic Marge
whose pel name for ber husband
is “dum-dums." and Peter Je(fer-
son as the befuddled bercaved Co-
in
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WELCOME TO OUR 22nd
SEASON - ENJOY!

Don't forget to keep your
ticket stubs and take
up the generous offer by

John Cabotto’s Dining Lounge

The Carleton School Board has
adopted a policy of no
Smoking in Schools

Please racycle your programme.

'Sense of 'orchestrateﬂhao;'

‘highlights Absent Friends

This week when Kanala  works, like “The Norman
Theatre stages Alan Ayck-  Congquests, Confusions,
Absurd Person Singular,
and Intimate Exchanges are
complex, multitiered struc-
tures. The Norman Con-
This is not surprising.  quests, for example, is re-
ally three self-contained
plays, featuring the same
people at the same house
over the same weekend.

Two of those plays have
been done by Kanata The-
aue, Round and Round the
Garden and Living Together.
Intimate Exchanges is te-
But this is only part of ally the equivalent of six
full length plays involving

bourn's comedy, Absent
Friends, it will be the fifth
Ayckbourn play the com-
pany has done.

Ayckbourn has been de-
scribed as the most success-
ful living playwright. His
output is staggering. Al-
though barely 50 years of

I age he has writien more
than 40 plays, revues, and
similar stage related enter-
tainments.

the story. Some of his

Betty Francis in a scene from Alan Ayckbourn's
comedy aboul a lea parly gone awry. Kanata's
Theatre's production opens Ihis Wednesday at the

Earl of March auditorium.
three major and several mi-
nor characters all played by
one actor and one actress.
And yet in spite of this
output he is regarded as one
of the world's most com-
plete men of the theatre,
combining as he does his
career as a playwright with
those of a successful director
and actor.

Kanata Theatre has cho-
sen one of his earlier plays
for its January production.

Photo By Marcus Fajns!
in Absent Friends. Ayck-
bourn gives us a straight
forward sitwation — a con-
solatory tea party thrown for
Colin by his former frends
after the death by drowning
of Colin’s fiancee.

Swage ume matches real
time. There is a single seL
What is  impressive
theatrically is the way
Ayckbourn develops an
atmosphere of archestrated
chaos out of what is meant

Uncharactensucally, there 1o be a ritwal of decorum and
are 0o technical high links ~ politeness.
_—
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