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Kanata Theatre:
Curtain rises this week
on 20th-anniversary season

| ing for people interested In getting to-
gether to read plays.
Twenty years later, Kanata Thea-
Ytre Is one of the reglon’s most successful
jamateur theatre groups — a true com-
jounity theatre that does more than Just
put on plays.
l Although the group is in no danger of
osing Its amaleur status, it has chosen

e 20th-anniversary season o bring in a
rofessional guest director for one of its
roductions.

“We have the advantage of being a
efined community, and that's been rein-
orced by our parochial policy of re-
tricting the membership to people who
ve in Kanata and staff and students at
e Earl of March High School,” says
im Holmes, who is in charge of the
lay selection committee.

“We've avoided the problem of some-
ne parachuting in to be the star of one
lay, and then never doing anmy other
ork. Everyone who's in the group puts

n time backstage, in the ‘non-glamor-

us’ jobs.”

Kanata Theatre was started In Octo-
r, 1968, by Mary Mauger, who put an
d in the paper to find residents of the
ew community who were interested In
etting together to read plays.

“An invitation to all ham actors,” the
d read. "Please join us for our first

eeting. This will uafmhahly be a play
ly, but who knows

i,l started with a newspaper ad, look-

ading group ini
ow It may develop?”
) "

About a dozen people started meeting
for readings at Mauger's house. The
group put on its first production, the
one-act plays Lady Killers and Rise and
Shine, later that winter at Stephen Lea-
cock School.

Kanata Theatre moved to full-length
plays with the 1970 production of Pres-
ent Laughter, and soon moved from Ste-
phen Leacock to the 700-seat auditorium
of the Earl of March High School on The
Parkway.

“The breakthrough was the 1971 pro-
duction of The Crucible,” says president
Annmarie Copple.

“That was the first production at the
Earl of March, and it Ld a very large
cast. We didn’t even know If we'd have
lights for that one. They bad to be
rushed from Toronto at the last minute.
And we got a terrible review (n the Citi-
zen. But we did it"

By the 1972-73 season, Kanata Thea-
tre was producing four plays a season, a
pace that continues today. It has more
than 1,200 subscribers, two thirds of
them from Kanata.

The group also puts on children’s
plays, helps students and staff with

school productions at Earl of March, en-
ters a float in Kanata's annual Mayfalr
parade and has raised thousands of dol-
lars for local charities by doing clown
makeup for children at fairs and pa-

rades.
Although Kanata Theatre bas a repu-
tation for concentrating on English
farces (“Probably because we do them
s0 well,” says Holmes), the repertolre in
the past two decades has included every-
thing lrym Anoullh, Stoppard and Ibsen

—Drew .
Above: Cast of Kanata Theatre rehearses for productigr? :)?‘m

84 Charing Cross Road which opens Wednesday. Right:
Set designer Paul Gardner adds finishing touches.

to Shakespeare, Molitre and Coward.
“It was actually our eighth season be-
fore we did an English bedroom farce,
and we have only done five of them —
although we bave done a lot of English

has had an active training and develop-
ment program, bringing in theatre pro-
fessionals to offer workshops in such ar-
eas as voice, acting and directing. With

support from Theatre Ontario
and the City of Kanata, that program is
being expanded this year to include the
services of professional director Sandy
MacDonald as guest director for the
January production of On the Razzle by
Tom Stoppard.

“Sandy gave us an acting workshop a
year ago, and we were very impressed
with him We were amazed at what
came out of the workshop,” says train-
ing committee member Dorothy Beak.

“We'd discussed having a guest direc-
tor several years ago, but the time
wasn't right. This time, it was ideal

“We're regarding it as a training pro-
gram, as much as a production. It has a
cast of 20, plus a large number of back-
stage workers. So we figure that most of

the group will learn something over the
six or seven weeks that Sandy is here.”
The Kanata Theatre season opens

Deli 14. During the
March production, models of previous
sets will be on display In the Earl of
March lobby.

The season closes May 10-13 with a
British pub and a production of Pardon
Me, Prime Minister by Edward Taylor
and John Graham.

All productions are at 8 pm. at the
Earl of March. For information or tick-
ets, call the Kanata Theatre Box Office,

5§92-1715.

On
18-21, followed by Edward Albee's A
icate Balapce, March
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04 Charing Crome Road s a
charming tribute to the loat art of
Ietter writing

In an age in which few of us
can muster the energy or creativl
Ly to write a decent thank-you
note, Ielene Hanif's evocative
memoir of her 20-year corre.
spondence with the staff of a rare
book slore in London Is an oasis
of carefully-chosen words and
thoughts.

And the fact (hat Nanff pever
nieels her correspondents face (o
face makes their vivid and de-
scriptive exchanges of letters all
the more Impresslve

Kanata Theatre opened |(a 20(h-
anniversary acason Wedneaday
with a competent production of

10 R Charing Cross Noad
Tay 10 o

phatn he milpslone

Tha play bichn off

tre launches 20th season

Theatre review

Chering Cross Rosd

Kanats Theatre

ar of Merch High Behool

4 The Parkway, Kanats

Oct 19-22, 0 pm.
—

James Roose-Evans's challenging
stage version of Hanf{'s hook

Directors Dew| and Eulron Wil
liams and a generally strong cast
have successfully avoided man;
of the pitfalls of Hanfl's static
script, which relles entirely on
monologu let-
ters o advance (he plot

Without the luxury of conven-
tlonal dlalogue, the performers
manage to creale many touchlng
and believable moments In thelr
relationships.
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Actrass Gwondy Tolly rehearnas rohearses for Ihis weekend's Kanala
Thealra production of “84 Charing Croas Hoad™

Kanata Theatre inaugurates
20th season with comedy

BY SALLY RANEY

Kanat Theatre opens its twentieth

cason with binthday caket and celebea
ton “Twenty Fanr Charing Cross Rl

Kanata stamps its niark on letter-writing play

#4 Charing Cross Road recounts
New York writer Hanlf's exten-
sive corres; ce with the staflf
of Marks & Co  Booksellers,
whose London addreas Is the title
of the play,

The lelters between Hanff
(Gwendy Tolley) and Frank Doel
(Barry Caiger) begin In 1949 as
simple orders and responses. But
the “alrmall relationship soon In-
volves other members of the staff
(good performances by Sally

aney, Margaret Jardine and Bet-
ly Francls) and extends to care
rncum glfts and Invitations for

Hanfl to visit London — Invita-
Uons she Is always (oo busy or too
broke to accepl.

The well-structured first act, In
which the excllement over Hanff's
generosity spreads through the ra-

tlon-weary staff like a warm
glow, ls particularly enjoyable.

Much of that energy is loat by
the second, when moat of the sup-
orting characlers have left
rhnlh story, and the play's
structure of letters and responses
becomes tedlous

Calger Is engaging as Frank,
but he and Tolley can't alwa
sustaln the letters” magic once
other characters are gone

Tolley has the right energy for
the difficult character of Helene.
But she has gone beyand the char-
acter's spunk and direct |nformal-
Ity to make her abrasive and
grating, qualities which soon wear
thin.

SUll, 84 Charing Cross Road Is
an ambitious production, and an
Interesting choice for Kanata's
birthday season.

apent at Larl of March High School this
week  The play |1 being perfoemed at
W eM from Oct 19w 22

This chamming play will - delight
awfiences with 1ts gentle humour and
wensitive dialogue. Set in New Yark
and [ngland - the slory spany tweenty
years

As an opening 1o the birthday
wason, the audience at cach perfor
mance 1+ mvited w jom members of the
production and heatre members at the
close of the play. o enjoy the cutung of
hirtlday cake and relar with cake and
colfee in the foyer of the auditorium.

Special guests will cut a hirthday
cake and the party will begin

Don't miss 4 chance to o n
come 10 a play and then celehrate 3
hirthiay

o
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