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Kanata Theatre 

Kanata Theatre in rehearsal for its upcoming produclon of Anthony Schaffer's murder mystery, Whodun 

Lett to right: i Robertson, r LAurence Thorton. The play runs May 6 to 9 at the Earl of 
photo by Marcus Fajrajsl 
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The author of "Sleulh" is up lo tricks again Is the party just another party Is blackmail really blackmail? 
anata Theatre is proud to announce its upcoming 

production of Anthony Shafter's "Whodunni1?". Lett to right. Christine Ballard, Gwendy Tolley and Jim 
Holmes 

pnoto 

W 

D 
U 
N 

T 

(DUN N 
know) 

|Schaffer's Whodunnit? 
Sure to entertain 
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Veteran Kanala Theatre member Erooko Kenetord displays litte of 
the prensurm that comen with directing Whodunni7, the troupe'y final 

by Mark Henderson 

Trving to get information 
about the plot of a Rritish 'who-

lues be oe o 

the director, and the name of the 
pluy is Whodmnit. it's dumn 
nc AlL Brooke Kenelord, veteran 

member of the Kanala Theatre, 
will say about Anthony (Sleuth) 

acters in an "overly dramatic, 

world of the theatre at the vune 
age of 16 in his native Cam 

ubridgc. England und worked 

and treats it stereotyprcal char- groups in that gountry Fte 

plas 

thc palents licld in Munchester. 
he unswercd an ad for an 

erated to Cunada 20 ycas ago 
Yet a new country and profes 

As the fourthand Gtsion didn't mean theatre was 

have more twists than a pretzel. 
tempting audiences to ligure out 

Theatre production of the cur-
rent scason, Whodunnit presents 
Kenelord whge to 
close to 10 productions since 
joining Kanala Theatre in 1971. 

countm 

nown to 

number of cha racters in the nla 
making the logistics of rehear 

arge 
dunnit includes an array of unus-
ual guests, a greasy 

tanean ype and, who 

Kenelord believes Whodumnit 
WU prove popular with Kanata 

ponent" of Kanals, Kencford 
sals and scheduling important. moved herc and was pleasantly 
CSS of prenarindsuprised by the presence of 

stuge is the fact that Whodunnitan satethat "Kanala Theatrei 
|s the linal prodution of fhe, the most dynamic of any groups 

energy levels of the iroune' nava beEn involved with. The 
members to be depleted. " and longterm. For manw 

Happily for Keneford. this has i's almost like an unpaid 

that both the actors and techni busincss." 

cians have been most heipful to of amateur thelre a 

evcr present butler. 

We're hbest known for Britsh 
beuroom farces hut this is a 

black comedy with a bit of a 

mysterious twst in the second 
uct, but I can't tell you about 
that." he says. 

Directcd By: Brooke Keneford 

(ord quickly became involved in 
the Oitawa Litle Theatre's 1967 
production of Saint Jvun, help 
ing out backstage and taking ona 

ing out backstagc and tuking on 
a couple of minor roles. 

Prescnted A= Ear or Moh u 

Jim Holmes, Martin Haynes and Christine Ballard in rehearsal for "Whodunnit'" by Kanata Theatre. Photo by Marcus F 

bas 

Kanata Theatre. its track record 
generates considerable cxpecta 

or s trcatment of 

The play runs from May 6 to 
9. Reservc tickets are available a 
the door o by calling 592-1715. 

Kanata Theatre Presents 
"Whodunnit" 

.. ne 3uhor ot Sleuth" is up to tricks again. Is the party just anouher purty s 
nir"? Kante A Wno s whom? Whal is what? Who ralty dit 

Sbafer'sh oud to announce il's upcoming production of Anuhony 

Weds/Thurs/Fri/SaL NMMY6/7AN 097io0 Audtorium, The Parkway, on 
For further infomaion and ticket reservations, please call, Kanata Theure Box Ofice at 592-1715. 

makes it to enced the Canadian scene to : 
auditorium ready for pubin cxten." he says. 
consumption 



Festivals, champions, sta 
INey ine e e a 

ing 

ha lnt tr tyde 

ime h hruehing up om 

Theatre Review 

impress mc. 

by Mike Anderson 

A the intermission, I walked 
out shaking my head. The fi 

of Whodunniu, Kanata 

the vear. which ran n Earl 
March from Muy 6 to 9, had 
heen a carnival of cliched, 

tnin cnaraclers, 

hamming to keep a deli in busi-
ness for a year. Not to mention 
some taer sexis and ret 

original1ty didnt 

The plor? Eight people 
gathered together lor a wec kend 
linked oncountry 

oly black 
mailer, one Andreas Cupidistrou 
(Laurence Thornton), who has 

LAuene Thorton. 

ndrorm drunken buler 
and the pecnultimaie discombob 
ulation of Mr. Capidixtrou's 
head Irom his shouldeis. 
ryonc, from e cmbezzling host 

"an olly Lovantine' 

rcert in he Nntienh 

utt wirn he rlurne to 
the NAC thie wrwk In 

o 

Irre 

Khahl Parvet Khan 

tie ór Wilkie Collins novels 
A ncat plot twist in the second 
an 

9303 drawing room mystery. 
Under Brooke Keneford's direc-
on. tn cast nas pu togener 

some Naws in delivery. was 
plcasing overall. 

lothe Univerity ol 01 

You want the plo (wis? Oh. 

msie oilding 

(Gerry Laniven) with rotOenim omes) 

eight characters gathered 
in the house of Silas Bazeby are 

just that-characters. In the fist 
that he nw sel in the 19308 
with the help of the disguised, 
disembodied voice of the mur 
derer, who announces lhc lurure 

Pro callber 
Susnn Carney, a U of 

tion for young boys, is suspect. son). in modern suits and ties 
Onc of them is a murdcrer. amid the tuses and dresses of the 

Major plot twist saves Whodunnit's bacon 

seems tha he suspe 
Shakespearian tradition, in a 
"play within a play". Literally in 
ths cast, as all revcal themselves 

a "murder game" for Mr. Bazeby 
(Neil Rober1son) who also turns 
ou to be an actor. h 

Joan 

Southworth 

By Barbars Crook 

Jerry Marshall, a tyrannical 
agent who represented most of 
the actors. The question 
shall? Was it his homosexual ex 
lover? The woman he arranged 
an abortion for? The aciress 
The dippy blonde (Christine Bal 
lard) and her vain paramour 
(Martin Haynes)? 

Shelokiki 

SAONT AND CINIAt 

Arts &Entertainment 

yfay at 2 p m At 

Whodunnit keeps the audience guessing 

without 

The ma dde nine Ihine shent A Whodmi 
thong Shaller's W2enni? hat Pad Meh ehel 
you cant begin to tell anyone 4 he Partway 

Aey 6-9p. 
talle tpotling the sur prise 

shaler has created an enjoya 

Best of all, I keeps the aud 
Cnce guessina. even afler what 

The Kanata Theatre production 
g ne play whlch opened Wednes-
School, is entertaining enough 
doesn't take full advantage of the 
plaa parucuar ueellon 

But there are end. 

dunoit? virtually unspollable. 
We know from the beginning of 

todnit that the narrator. 
but who is the narrator 
Seven uests have assembled at 

Bazebr One of them 4 hak 
maller. with damaging informa 

0 aoout each of the other 
AII the guests have equal 

nen move and Opportunlty 
But the plot thickens even fur 

of Brooke Kenelord, don't make her when it Is discovered that 

Shafler's nla oemens o murdered man, ls what he or she 
the fist act, when many goodRar Calaer is eniovable a 

Keneford and ebailoons the ubiquitous butler. a Nell rtor 
also seem unsure whether to take Robertson as the host. 

In the play itself to make Who 

o solve the crimc, aided by occa 

high-pitched, disguised voice. 
As the play progresses, the 

a mestarccal 
tery are lampooned. Each char 
acter represents an archetype. 
and. as actor, skewers his or her 

The first act is deceiving, and 
the introduction of "reality" in 
he second act. as the actors peel 
a fun touch. Barry Caiger. a 
familiar name to amateur thea 
tre audiences. put in a nice per 
s did Gwendy Tolley and Sally 

Raney. as the crotchety Lady 
Tremurrian and the ncar-blind 

Tiuhy veshyterian 

Oua4 Chine. 

Anthony Shafer's writing is 
accessible and fun-sort of an 
English stage version of The 
in.e 

Iho 
Hinger 
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d aiec 

Thate review 

AND 

AFTER 

AMdre 

hanhell 

BEFORE 

he whole oroduetlon ht 
that the narralor's volce, even 

tens to 

dinloun heten thht 
s ineredibly lacile and glib, at 

times to the point of annoyance 
Poe are eveaied to. e 

nurderer 

helps them solve the crime in the 
end 

snaller also soemd o 
taste in his lines. In the first act. 
there were some gratuitously 
sexist and racist ines which 
some casy laughs, Constant ref 
errals to greasy Grecks and the 

Rear Admiral's sexual peccadil 
Despitt these complaints 
Whodunnit? was a fun way to 
spend an evening. I dida't expect 
way it did. and I'm ead I stawe 
around to see. The Christie-ty pe 
mystery is tailor-made (or lam 
pooning. and Shaller's play does 

nicely 

disuised. s sufe iently distinc 
h t all bud a cuuple ot 
Thls should he reh 

that the audierce can 

plot twist1, churaeoy 
and clues n this unusual mystery 

De ana engnk muroer maer) 

senre, poke fun at the methods 

Shatter's characters totally serl-
lures, with the resule that mast of 
Ihe performances are rather flal. 
play that requires both preclke 
comlc iming and an approprlale 



WHAT A BLOODY SHAME. 

YUk 
(RON'S MASTERPIECE). 

|T WAS IM 

THUMP,! 

1987 1988 

KANAA THEATRE 
invites you 

to its 
nineteenth annual 
theatrical feast 

this year's menu, 
1 of these, 
2 of those, 

1 of the other 
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