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Schaffer's Whodunnit?

Sure to entertain

—_——

l

n Kanala Theatre mambec Brooke Kennford displays littie of

the prevsum ihat comen with directing Whodunni?, the troupe’s final

production of the curront 1eason.

0hoto by Mars Handarson

by Mark Henderson

Trying to et information
about the plat of a British ‘who-
dunmit” s difficult at the best of
times,
the director, and the name of the
play s Whodunnir, i's damn
near impossible

All Brooke Keneford. veteran
memher of the Kanata Theatre,
will say about Anthony (Sleuth)
Schaffer's black comedy Who-
chanmit, s thaat 1t “a bt of thear™
and treats it stereotyprcal cl
acters in an “overly drama
terrihly biased™ manner

Schaffer's plays are known to
have mare twists than a pretzel,
tempting audicnces to figure out
the conclusion before it arrives

As the fourth and final Kanata
Theatre production of the cur-
rent scason, Whodunnit presents
something of a challenge to
Kencford, who has dirccted
close to 10 productions since
joining Kanata Theatre in 1971

Firstly, there is the large
number of characters in the play,
making the logistics of rchear-
sals and scheduling important
Also complicating theTang pro--
cess of preparing a play for the
stage is the fact that Whodunnir
is the final production 6ffhe
year. leading onc to expect %ﬁc
energy levels of the troupe’s
members 1o be depleted. «

Happily for Keneford. this has
not been the casc. He reports
that both the actors and techni-
cians have been most helpful 1o
ensure Whodunnit makes it to
the stage of the Earl of March,
auditorium ready for -~ public
consumption. i

country manor, the cast of Wio-
dunnirincludes an array of unus-

Mediterrancan type and, who
else. but the ever present butler,

“Whodunnit" by Kanata Theatre.

Set in the 1930s in a large *

ual guests. a greasy-

Jim Holmes, Martin Haynes and Chri:

Keneford believes Whodunmnit
will prove popular with Kanata
ATheatre's fuithful following

=We're best known for Britsh
bedroom farces hut this is 4

“black comedy with a hit of a
but when you're asking "« thst (0 1t And there’s a great

mysterious twist in the second
act, ’but | can’t tell you about
that,” he says
wKenelord fint entered the
world of the theatre at the young
age of 16 his native Cam-
bridge. England and worked
with various community-based
groups in that country. Entering
the patents field in Manchester.
he answered an ad for an
Ottawa-hased firm and  emi-
grated to Canada 20 years ago
Yet anew country and profes-
sion didn’t mean theatre was
about o take a back scat. Kene-
ford quickly became involsed in
the Ottawa Little Theatre's 1967
production of Saint Joan, help-
ing vut backstage and taking ona

ing out buckstage and taking on
a couple of minor roles.

Attracted to the “British com-
ponent™ of Kanata, Keneford
moved here and was pleasantly
rised by the presence of
Theatre. To this day. he
canstatethat “Kanata Theatre is
tho.mast dynamic of any groups
*LMave been involved with. The
levelof commitment is very high
-and.longterm. For many people
it's “almost like un unpaid
business.”

“Britain has a strong tradition
of amateur theatre and it's influ-
enced the Canadian scene to a
certain extent.” he says.

Whatever the influences on
Kanata Theatre. its track record
generales considerable expecta-
tion for its treatment of
Whodunnir.

The play runs from May 6 to
9. Reservetickets are available at
the door o- by calling 592-1715,

stine Ballard in rehearsal for
Phata by Marcus Fajrajsl.

Kanata Theatre Presents |
"Whodunnit" ‘

The author of “Sleuth” is up to tricks

| b?u:km:nl really blackmail? Wha is whos
nit'? Kanata Theatre is proud 1o announce

ShafTer’s “Whodunnit"?
Directed By: Brooke Keneford
Curtain Time: § PM
Presented At Earl‘of ‘March High
Weds/Thurs/Fri/Sat, May 6/1/SM, 1987,

For further information and ticket reservations, please call, Kanata Theawe Box

Office at 592-1715.
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Whodunnit keeps the audience guessing

By Barbara Crook

Care g o

The maddening (hing about An-
thony Shaffer's I"N-fumn' i that
you ean't begin to tell anyone
®hal's so fun sbout It witheut to-
tally spoiling the surprise

Shalfer has created an enjoya-
ble and engaging murder mystery
hat also sends up the whodunnit
genre, pokes fun at the methods
of fictional detectives, and takes a
few shota at the acting profession

Best of all, It keeps the audi
ence guessing. even afler what

10 be the final curtain

The Kanata Theatre production
of the play, which opened Wednes-
day at o March High
School, Is entertaining enough but
doesn' take full advantage of the
yl%’l particular strengths

e actors, under the direction

of Brooke Keneford, don't make
the most of the comic elements of
Shaffer's play particularly In
the first act, when many good
lines drop Iike lead balloons.

Keneford and the performers
also scem unsure whother 1o take
Shaffer's characters fotally seri-
ously or turn (hem Into carlca-
lures, with the result that mast of
the performances are rather flat.

And the pace Is 0o slow for a
play that requires both precise
comle timing and an appropriate
bulld-up of dramatic anticipation.

But there are enough surpriscs
In the play Itself to make Who-

May 14, 1987 - THE KANATA STA

Theatre review

‘Whodmniv?

Kanate Thestrs

Ead of March High Sehool
The Parkway

L .

dunnit? virtually unspollable

We know from the beginning of
Whodunnit? (hat (he narrator,
voice disquised. (s the murderer
— but who (s the narrator?

Seven guests have amembled at
the English country home of Silas
Bazeby. One of them s a black-
maller, with damaging_ Informa-
tlon about each of the other

Ruests

All the guests have squal
means, motive and opportunity
for his Inevitable murder

But the plot thickens even fur-
ther when it Is discovered that
none of the guests, including the
murdered man, ls whal be or she
Initially seems.

Barry Calger is enjoyable as
the ubiquitous butler, as s Neil
Robertson as the host.

One thing that threateas to ruin
the ‘whole productlon ls the fact
that the narralor's voice, even

DARD - page 21
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Theatre Review

Major plot twist saves Whodunnit’s bacon

by Mike Anderson

AU the intermission, 1 walked
out shaking my head. The fint
act ol Whodunmir®, Kanata
Theatre’s final presentation of
the year. which ran at Earl of
March from May 6 10 9, had
been a carnival of cliched,
cardboard-thin characters,
dumb dislogue and enough
hamming 10 keep a deli in busi-
ness for a year. Not to mention
some rather sexist and racist

lines whose originality didn't
impress me.
The plot? Eight people

gathered together for a weekend
at an English country manor,
linked only by an oily black-
mailer, one Andreas Capidistrou
(Laurence Thornton), who has
some dirt on cach of them: Add
thunderstorm, a drunken butler
and the penultimaie discombob-
ulation of Mr. Capidistrous
head from his shoulders. Fye-
ryonc. from the embezzling host

1o the retired

Rear Admiral

Inspector Bowden (Jim Holmes)

(Gerry Lanigen) with a predilec-
tion for young boys, is suspect
One of them is a murderer.

And you thought thi stuff
only happened in Agatha Chris-
tic or Wilkic Collins novels.

A neat plot twist in the second
act makes Whodunnit? an
engaging salire of the hoary
19305 drawing room mystery
Under Brooke Keneford's direc-
tion, the cast has put together a
rather nifty show which, despite
some flaws in delivery, was
pleasing overall.

You want the plot twisi? Oh,
all right

The cight characters gathered
in the house of Silas Bazeby are
just that —characters. In the first
act, the audience is led 10 believe
that the play is set in the 1930s.
with the help of the disguised,
disembodicd voice of the mur-
derer, who announces the future
crime. Act 1wo sees the arrival of

and his Sergeant (John Ache-
son). in modern suits and ties
amid the tuxes and dresses of the
*30s. It seems that the suspects
are acting. in the time-honored
Shakespeariun tradition, in a
“play within a play". Literally in
this case, as all reveal themselves
10 be actors, ostensibly hired for
amurder game” for Mr. Bazeby
(Neil Robertson) who also wrns
out to be an actor.

Capidistrou is revealed to be
Jerry Marshall, a tyrannical
agent who represented most of
the actors. The question
becomes, who killed Jerry Mar-
shall? Was it his homosexual ¢
lover? The woman he arranged
an abortion for? The actress
whose criminal habits he knew?
The dippy blonde (Christine Bal-
lard) and her vain paramour
(Martin Haynes)?

The good inspector, draped in
a Sherlockian cloak. undertakes

tosolve theerime, aided by occa-  ventions and canons. The
sional hints from the culprit, ina ~ dialoguc between the characters
high-pitched, disguised voice. i incredibly facile and glib, at

As the play progresses, the
melodramatic, almost farcical
conventions of the English mys-
tery are lampooned. Each char-
acter represents an - archetype,
and, as actor, skewers his or her
adopted persona.

The first act is deceiving, and
the introduction of “reality™ in
the second act, as the actors peel
off makeup and wigs on stage, is
a fun touch. Barry Caiger. a
familiar name to amateur thea-
tre audiences, put in a nice per-
formance as Perkins, the butler,
as did Gwendy Tolley and Sally
Raney, as the crotchety Lady
Tremurrian and the ncar-blind
Dame Edith respectively.

Anthony Shalfer's writing is
accessible and fun—sort of an
English stage version of The
Cheap  Detective—and  affec-
tionately makes fun of its con-

times 10 the point of annoyance.
The police are revealed 10 be
avid mystery readers, which
helps them solve the crime in the

en

Occasionally, Shaffer also
seemed to use extremely poor
taste in his lines. In the first act,
there were some  gratuitously
sexist and racist lines which
appreared 10 exist only to get
some casy laughs. Constant ref-
errals o greasy Greeks and the
Rear Admiral’s sexual peccadil-
loes landed Nat after a while.

Despite these complaints,
Whodunnit? was a fun way to
spend an evening. | didn't expect
the second act to turn out the
way it did. and I'm glad I stayed
around to see. The Christie-type
mystery is tailor-made for lam-
pooning, and Shaffer's play docs
the job quite nicely.

disguited, |y ulfliciently distine
Uve (o rule out il bt 5 couple of
the charactory murdes

This should be remedied mme-
.umlr © hat the audience can
take full advantage of he many
plot twlits, character revelations
and clues 10 this unusual mystery
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