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In rebearsal for Jil, the next Kanata Theatre production as seen Marg Allen, Tony Clark and Jim

Holmes.

Kanata Theatre “Behind the

by Annemasie Copple
While rebearsals for “Jill” are
continuing three times & week -
cither at the Community Centre
or at the Earl of March - the
Production Crew are busy with
\he technical sule of the play
The Props people also attend
every rehcarsal. taking with
them suitcases and bores contai-
nung all the necessary props nce-
dexd for that parucular rehearsal
The sometmes ivoles cate-
g or a meal. s o called for in
i Usually. tbe  rehearsal
“meal” conssts of cookies or
cracken and cheose, and the
peops gul sometincs has a hard
(e st0pping the cast and other
1ebearsal aticnders from devou-
g 3 week's supply of meals at
one reheanal’
Meanwhile. (b comtume girls
are busy seming and litting cov

me 0110 Yo cases, borro-

wing clothes For this
production, one task has been (o
make a member of the cast look
4 comvincing nine months
pregnant

The Set Designer makes a
model of the set o gie the
Directors, Cast and Preduction
Crew an idea of what the finiy
hed setting will look like
Downstainy i the basement at
the Earl of March the st
construction crew are building
and painting the set This some-
umes insolves making some of
the furniture that will be used on
stage. and for Jull s has inchu-
ded a Grandfather clock and
Welsh Dresser Other furmia-
hings are loaned from store ue
homes and loc Jill we have hoe
rowad some lurmiture from M.
Green ot Hazeldean Antiques

The Sound peron abo
attends rehearsals. groing wund
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Steve Sweet, Sequence Media

Scenes”

- sometimey these clfects are
acquired by many ingemous
methuds!

The Lighun crew has studicd
the seript and marked the ligh-
ung cues, although the lights will
ot be et unil the set s up

A1t ol work goes into a Pra-
duction, but everyone invalved
enjays it Cast members and
Production Crew become one
tcam in the final countdown
Techmcal difficulties are dealt
with at the Technical Rehearsal
wually held two davs before
apeming night A full drews anc
make-up reheanal fallows the
nest aght and then Openiny
Night
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$» JII1 - Review by Charles lainen -
¢H¢ Radio May 13, 1982

"Al the end of Act T of JILL - it'a on thias week at Kanata,
put on by the Kanata Theatre people - at the end of Act I, there's
a lonr, loud, high, rinzing scream. A woman, Jennifer, hac juat
ploked up a flashlicht and gone down the cellar steps. There's
no one eolae in the house and the house may be haunted - probably ig.

Jonnifer disappears from view and after ten geconds, a marvellous
seream!  And, then you want to hurry on out to the wine bar for
refreshments.,

Jennifer, who screams, is played by Marg Allen. She gives a
classy scream....and a fine performance in every other way all
evening., I'll come back to her,

Just why Jennifer lets go like that isn't made clear in Act II
and a few other things are left at rather loose ends in this play,
JILL. It's by Lezley Havard. It's played at Lennoxville already.
It's played in New York. It's a thriller-horror play. Jennifer,
eight and one-half months pregnant...and Richard, her husband....
have moved out of the city into an old farm house. Jennifer - only
Jennifer, sees from time to time a little girl of six playing in
the garden. The girl never talks and when anyone is around but
Jennifer, she vanishes. It turns out, a little girl of six just
like this one had disappeared about five years before. That girl's
name was jill. She was one of a pair of identical twins. So,
Jennifer has - or thinks she has - been seeing the Jill of five
years ago alive now. It's a kind of time-warp play.

Trouble is that playwright Havard can't solve her own play.
Can't figure out herself whom Jennifer's really been seeing - who,
what, where Jill is today. The ending is a good deal more than
flat and less than satisfactory.

But more important, what you get at Kanata is a good production.
And, in particular, a fine performance by Marg Allen as Jennifer.
Allen is just calm-enough, dreamy-enough, attractive-enoush,
subtle-enough, loving-enough. The child she's going to have, we
learn, may not be her husband's. She's probably got herself
pregnant by her brother-in-law - because her husband, Richard, in
fact, is sterile and really wants a child and now can think he's
fertile.

Allen handles the few minutes of this red-herring intrigue with
fine understagement. My report is that Marg Allen, as Jennifer,
is giving one of the good performances in Ottawa this theatre season.

Jim Holmes provides her with a solidly-portrayed, tempermental,
edgy husband. The others in the cast are all good - though Tony
Clark as the mooted brother-in-law/father does tend to swallow
his words and I doubt you can seduce your sister-in-law if you mutter.

In the very small part of the police inspector, Pat Carroll was
suitably impersonal. And, in the very small role of Mrs. Turner,
Heather Walt did excellent work.

Good set. Good costumes. The direction isby Gwen Knight and
Peter Jefferson. They've let the race slow a bit pre-scream. 3But,
on the whole, the direction is sound, efficient work. And, their
show is worth seeing.

As for Marg Allen...She's not been on stage for seven years. One

hopes she won't wait anywhere near that long before doing another
part."
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