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"At tho end 
Dut on by the 
a lon, loud, high, ringing sc ream. A Woman Jennifer, hac juat 

picked up a flashl icht and cone down the cellar stepa. The re'3 

no one else in the house and the house may be haunted - probably is. 
Jennifer disappears from view and after ten seconds, a marvellous 
seream! And, then you want to hurry on out to the wine bar for 

of Act I of JILL - 1t'a on thia week at Kanata, 
Kanata Theatre people - at the end of Act I, there 3 

played by Marg Allen. She rives a Jennifer, who screams, is 

classy scream. ...and a fine 
evening. I'1l c ome back to her., 

Just why Jennifer lets go like that isn't made clear in Act II 

and a few other things are left at rather lo0se ends in this play, 
JILL. It's by Lezley Havard. It's played at Lennoxville already. 
It's played in New York. It's a thriller-horror play. Jennifer, 
eight and one-half months pre gnant...and Richard, her husband 
have moved out of the city into an old farn house. Jennifer - only 

Jennifer, sees from time to time a little girl of six playing in 
the garden. The girl never talks and when anyone is around but 
Jennifer, she vanishes. It turns out, a little girl of six just 

Trouble is that playwright Havard can't solve her own play. 
Can't figure out herself whom Jennifer's really been seeing who, 
what, where Jill is today. The ending is a good deal more than 

flat and less than satisfactory. 
But more important, what you get at Kanata is a good production. 

And, in particular, a fine performance by Marg Allen as Jennifer. 
Allen is just calm-enough, dreamy-enough , attractive -enough, 
subtle-enough, l0ving-enough. The child she's going to have, we 

learn, may not be her husband's. She's probably got he rself 
pregnant by her bro ther-in-law - because her husband, Richard, in 
fact, is sterile and really wants a child and now can think he's 

fertile. 
2 

Allen handles the few minutes of this red-he rring intrigue with 
fine unde rstagement. My report is that Marg Allen, as Jennifer, 

is giving one of the good perfomances in 0ttawa this theatre season. 
Jim Holmes provides her with a solidly -portrayed, tempermen tal, 

edy husband, The others in the cast are all good - though Tony 
Clark as the mooted brother-in-law/father does tend to swallow 
his wO rds and I doubt you can seduce your sister-in-law if you mutter. 

In the very small part of the police inspector, Pat Carroll was 

suitably impersonal. And, in the very small role of Mrs. Turner; 
Heather Walt did excellent work. 

Good set. Good costumes. The direction is by Gwen Knight and 
Peter Jefferson. They've let the pace slow a bit pre-scream. But, 

on the whole, the direction is sound, efficient work, And, their 
show is worth seeing. 

As for Mar Allen.. .She's not been on stage for seven years. One 

hopes she won't wait anywhe re near that long before doing ano ther 
part, " 

re freshmen ts . 

perfo rmance in eve ry other way all 

like this one had disappeared about five years before. That girl's 
name was jill. She was one of a pair of identical twins. So, 
Jennifer has - or thinks she has been seeing the Jill of five 

years ago alive now. It's a kind of time -warp play. 
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