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it for s production of
duard Albee’s black
dy Everything in the
Garden

< rewarking of Gi-
i ylay is a fas
voriie vehicle for amatcur
producers, but rarely docs
+ come off with the sense
of style and credibility
that the Kanata company
sove it on Wednesday
night at the Earl of March
high school
The play is not Albee o
s best and 15 definitely
not in the same class as
Wis Who's Afraid of Virgi-
nia Woolf?, but it does
have s certain satirical hu-

mor about it and makes
some rather pointed obser-
vations on hypocrisy and
the pursuit of keeping up
with the Jones

1t has 10 do with a mid-
dle-class suburban  couple
struggling to keep up
appearances. The husband
docsn't want the wife to
work, but the bills are pil-
ing up, so she decides 1o
help out by sclling hersell
four days o week at a
high-priced brothel in the
city

When the husband finds
out, just as the couple is
sboul 1o have a_cockiail
party, he is furious and
throws a temper tantrum
Then, to his consternation,
he discovers that the wives
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of A1l the guests are work
ing in the ame parttime
on with their hus-
approval. After
while he adjusts 10 their
way of thinkine 1o the
point that he would go the
limit to keep 4 friend from
exposing the secret

Directors Dewi and
Eufron Williams have
managed 10 keep Every-
thing in the Garden in 2
nice perspective. They
used 3 low-key approach
to what could have be-
come an hysterical and
meaningless jumble of
words, words, words,

The bitchy. often witty
lines were delivered smart-
ly and cffectively by the
small, competent cast. An

Cooper's  Lveny .
Julian Walkes 1hing in the Garden '
wlangle ment it dear
. | T had oo fun with the ey

folla I Wl comedy and he pro
Vb i duction deserves s larger
. AT por audience than the 10
Wednesday it present for opening night
Kanata The The play I heing pre i
I an adaptin ol untl Satunday at

Kanata Theatre plays black

onal tendeney to
ver-ae s quickly
brought under control and
even the eccasional memo-
ry lapse was covered
adroitly without  marring
the sense of the mament

And although they were
1+ tghtly knit group, work-
ing together naturally and
comfortably with well-
schooled  discipline, there
was an_cxira brightness
about Gwen Knight and
Brooke Kencford as they
played the pivotal roles of
Jenny and Richard.

There was a strong
rried couple™ aura
about them as they quar-
relled, made up and quar-
relled again. At times it
was almost embarrassing
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comedy well

10 listen 10 them, as if we
were cavesdropping on
private argument. They
developed cach role carc:
fully and fully, givin
them depth and realism.

Liane Freedman's por-
trayal of Mrs. Toothe, un
the other hand, lacked the
strong sense of evil neces-
sary in the part. She
looked beautifully
groomed, moved clegantly
and with an air of sophis-
tication, but the thorough-
ly unpleasant side of the
character and the mystery
were missing, and they arc
needed

Young Brent Edwards
gave up a good account of
himself as the son, Roger,
and served as a good foil

for the bauling parents
and John Perry's hand
some, well-thought-out set
was . fitting background
for Everything in the Gar-
den

This Kanata Theatre
production is 4 good many
nutches above any of the
presentations of the play
10 be staged in the city in
the past few years, and
although it's not onc of
my favorite plays, |
enjoyed Kanata's fine in-
teepretation of the come-
dy

Everything in the Gar-
den continues at the Earl
of March High School to-
night untl Saturday with
curtain cach night at 5
pm.
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