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The Love of Four Colonels

Kenata Theatre presents Peter Ustinov's play
i
Tatpm
The play
features Ron
Mastin, lefi, in the role of the Wicked Fairy,

The Love of Four Colonels
production from Jan 1€ 10
the Earl of March High School
minture of parody and fantasy

played by Ustinov in the original
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In rehearsal for Kanata Theatre's productlon of ““The Love of Four Colopels" are (left to
right) Dewl Willlams, Laurence Tharnton, Pat Carroll and Bob Knight, as the British,
French, Russlan and American Colonels. The play can be seen January 15, 16 and 17 at the
Earl of March High School. Curtain time s 8 pm.

(Photo by Giselle Braeuel)

versian
ind includes Dewi Willams as the Britah

Colonel. and Gwen Kaight in the role of
Beauty Others in the cast, under the direc
tion of Brooke Kemeford, are Rob Kaght
Lanrence Thormton, Pat Carroll. Mary
Holmes and Bob Horey Rom Machin has
desigred the set for The Love of Four
Colo, and Pat Keneford is in charge of
wardrobe for the preseatation

CHANGE OF DATES FOR NEXT PRODUCTION

KANATA THEATRE has decided to change the dates of its productions
of “Antigone” and “Love’s the Best Doctor” and to schedule an additional
performance of these plays on Wednesday. The plays will now be per-
formed Wednesday through Saturday, the 10th, 11th, 12th and 13th of
March, 1976, instead of the 18th, 19th and 20th of March as previously
announced. It is hoped that these new dates will be more convenient for
season ticket holders and supporters who may have holiday plans for the
spring school break.

KANATA THEATRE — SEVENTH SEASON

“Antigone”, a modern treatment of the Sophocies’ tragedy of tyranny and

resistance; produced in German occupied Paris in 1942 it confirmed Jean

Anouilh as a master of the modern French theatre. “Love’s the Best Doc-

tor”, a short satirical comedy, typical of Moliere . . . a mere impromptu.
March 10, 11, 12 and 13 1976.

“Move Over Mrs. Markham™, by Ray Cooney and John Chapman, an un-

abashed farce, replete with errant wives, returning husbands, mistaken

identities, frantic reconcocting of plans gone awry, and, of course, girls.
May 12, 13, 14 and 15, 1976.

Our next production — “Jack and the Giant”” —a play for children.
February 21 and 22.

Shown in rehearsal for Kanata Theatre's Knight who plays the role of Beauty.
presentation of Peter Ustinov's *‘The Performance dates are January 15, 16 &
Love Of Four Colonels™ are (left to right) 17 at the Earl of March High School.

Ron Maslin as the Wicked Flary, Dewi  Curtain time is § p.m.
Williams as the British Colonel and Gwen

(Photo by Giselle Braeuel).




Embassies, NAC and community support Ka

by Marg Allen

Kanalu Theatre presents (ts wecond
mnjor production of the season, “The Love
of Four Colonels™ by Petor Ustinoy on
Junuary 18, 10 and 17, Directod by Brooke
Keneford, thix adull falry tale requires
muny hours of work by dedicated mem.
bera of the theatre group, In akdition to
many of the group who hive volunteorod
thelr time and talents, members of the
communlty, the embassies and the NAC

. lave offored thelr nssistance us well,

Brooke's mother, Pat Kenoford, offored
to louk after tho wardrobe for "Colonels”,
having proviously undertakon this enor-
maus task I Wilinslow, Englond In 1904,
The play requires 27 costumos plus ne-
cossorles and - wigs. She began  her
research in early October and at that
Polnt, e four calonel's uniforms of the
190 ern were her muin concern. She
wontacted the British, Fronch, Amerlcan
and Russln Embassies and the first
response came from Colonel Noce ot the
Amerlcan Embassy. He provided us with
adviee nnd a complete colonol's uniform,

The War Musoum stalf were very
helptul, Pat and Eufron Willlams spent o
morning here loaking through books and
choosing, photogeaphs of unlforms,

The ~ French  Embassy  supplied
photographs of French Colonels and the
British High Commission have lonned us
buttons and Insignia,

Pat Carvoll, who plays the role of the
Russian Colonel, vislted the Russlan
Embassy Minself, and found them most
helpful. They provided correct buttons,
medal ribbons, n cap badge, epnulettes
and insignla. Pat Is visiting them gain for
further advice,

Pat Keneford has had many offers of
assistance from within the Kanata com-
munity, including Mrs Hullon of the
Fabric' Shop, Britannia Plaza, who
volunteered to loan her husband's
uniforms. Gord Wall has generously lent
his uniforms. The eclaborate perlod
costumes for various characters In the
playlets have been loaned without charge
lo Kanata Theatre by the Theatre
Department of the National Arts Centre, It
is Interesting to have costumes bearing the
names of well known actors we have scen
performing at the NAC. Mary Holmes,
who plays the Good Fairy, is making
several of her awn costumes. Other people

Who ure sewlng costumes are  Anne
Ttambeck, Christine Walton, Mary Manger,
Nosemary Scoll and Anne Holland, As
there are many fast chunges in this play,
most characters will have n personal
dressor, Rosemarle Lawless, Rosemary
Scolt, Mary Mauger, Ann Willlams
Eufron Williums, Terry Carroll and Helon
Hunter will be working In this area.

PatKoneford finds her task as Wardrobe
Mistress for this production nn Interesting
challenge and Is grateful for the help and
suppart she Is receiving, Sho hopesthat the
members of the andience will not be too
critleal of the correctness of the uniforms,
15 she Is having difflully in getting some
medals, ribbons and insignin. (Inclden-
tally, she still needs French medal ribbons
and second war Insignin, 0 WAC cap,
cream or light coloured Jackel — size 0"
anil two white lab coats, ane 46" ehiest and
one 30" chest)

The Producers for “The Love of Four
Colonels" are Dorcen Boss and Brenda
Roblnson. Thelr sel deslgmer is Ron
Maslin, who also plays the role of the
Wicked Fairy. Ton has designed a new
type of set for this play, which our
audiences should find *[nieresting. Set
construction will be done by John
Gilliland,

In bringlng you o major production such
as thls, every member of Kanata Theatre
partcipales in some manner . . , perhaps
this Is what makes Kunata Theatre such a
unique community group. We are grateful
o the residents of Kanata for their interest
and support and to those outside the
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In rehearsal for Kanata Theatre’s “The Love Of
plays the role of The Beauty and Ron Maslin who portrays The Wicked Fairy. Per.
formance dates are Jan 15, 16 & 17, Earl of March High School, 8 pm.

Four Colonels” are Gwen Knight, who

(Photo by Giselle Braeuel)

communily who glve us thelr support as
well,

From all the members of Kanata |
Theatre, our sincerest wishes (or a Happy |
Christmas and we look forward to en-
tertaining you in January with our |
presentation of “The Love Of Four
Colonels”.

t

7Al'l Coloneis in Eull lin;fom;

admitted free

Kanata Theatre presents Peter
Ustinov's “The Love Of Four
Colonels™. January 15, 16 & 17 at

the Earl of March High School.
Adults $2.00, Students and Senior
Citizens $1.00. Curtain time is 8.00
p.m. All Colonels in full uniform
will be admitted free. Any
Colonels who are Season Ticket
holders may use their Season
Ticket o bring a friend.

Members of the cast are Bob
Knight. Dewi Williams, Laurence
Thornton and Pat Carroll as the
American. British, French and
Russian Colonels. Gwen Knight
plays Beauly and Mary Holmes
the Fairy. Donovan. The
Wicked Fairy is portrayed by Ron
Maslin and Bob Horsey plays the
roles of the Mayor of
Herzogenburg and the
Chamberlain.

"“The Love Of Four Colonels" is
a mixture of parody and truth, of
fantasy and reality - a comedy -
an adult fairy tale.

For tickets or information, call
592-5201.

Kanata Theatre's
Of Four Colonels . From left
10 right, Top - Dewi Williams
as the British Colonel; Mary
Holmes as the Good Fairy,
Donovan; Laurence Thornton
as the French Colonel . Middle
- Gwen Knight as Beauty; The
Director, Brooke Keneford;

KAN A7

Ron Maslin as the Wicked
Fairy. Bottom - Pat Carroll as
the Russian Colonel; Bob
Horsey who plays the roles of
the Mayor and the
Chamberlain; Bob Knight as
the American Colonel.

‘“The Love of Four Colonels"
by Peter Ustinov will be

performed by Kanata, Theatre
January 15, 16 & 17 at the Earl
of March High School. Curtain
time is 8 p.m. All Colonels in
full uniform will be admitted
free. For information and
tickets, call 592-5:
by Giselle Braeuel).

Kanata Theatre

Presents...

KANATA ReviEw 30 DPec 17

Keviay

Peter Ustinov’s “Love of Four Colonels”

By Marg Allen

"'The Love of Four Colonels"
was wrillen in 1950 and flrst
performed on May 23, 1951, Lon-
don. England. with Peter Ustinov
in the role of the Wicked Fairy. It
was a huge success. This was the
play which transformed Ustinov
from being a clever, talented
young man into a celebrity. The
opening scene is in the offices of
the Allied Military
Administration at Herzogenberg,
a village in the Harz mountains,
disputed by Britain, France,
America and Russia after the
Great War of 1939 - 45. Each of
these nationalities has its-colonel -
the place is “cursed with an
abundance of colonels" - and they
are in continual dispute. Each of

hundred performances in London
and played in fourteen di(ferent
European countries: South
Alrica, Mexico and South
America. It was translated into
vertical characlers in Japanese
and it h New York
presentation as well.

Peter Ustinov was born in 1921
in London, England. His father,
fona Ustinov, is a journlist whose
anceslors were Russian. Nadia
Benols. Peter's mother, is-a dis-
tinguished artist with mixed
French and Italian background.
Peter. Ustinov Is a man of charm
and intelligence, witty and
urbane, kind and helpful. To many
he is the most exciting playwright
alive today, doing in today’s idiom

takes an immensely serious
theme and makes people listen to
what he has to say about it. He has
never been able to resist
cramming six plots into one play,
as into a speech
dramatically able to stand three.
He ‘rulfles our complacency.
Ustinov once said: ' enjoy acting
because it is exciting, but for the
benefit of the soul, I am
compelled by nature to attempt
the impossible and write. I act for

y living: I write because 1
must”.

Kaata Theatre presents *“The
Love of Four Colonels™ January
15, 16, 17 at the Earl of March
High School. Tickets are now
avalable at 5925201

S v az

what Shaw did filty years ago. He

the colonels is a_parody of a-
natlonal type; the English colonel |
loves dogs; the French colonel is
cynical: the Russian recalcitrant,
speaking a strange dogma and
withdrawing in protest: the
American is simple and im-
patient. They are all nice fellows,
The play is a mixture of parody
and {ruth, of fantasy and reallty-
a comedy - an adult fairy tale, The
play fulfills two cardinal
requirements laid down by
Ustinov. Firstly, the flow of wil
must be continuous and .

Kanata Theatre presents Peter Ustinov's “The
Love of Four Colonels” Jan. 15, 16 & 17 at the
Earl of March High School. Curtain time Is 8
P.m. Shown In rehearsal are (left to right) Dewi
Williams, Laurence Thornton, Pat Carroll and
Bob Knight who portray the British, French,
Russian and American Colonels. (Photo: by
Giselle Braeuel).
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Witty Peter Ustinov play handled well b

By Betty Swimmings
Asbtant ke and drams ditor

The Love of Four Co-
lonels may open with an
incredibly long pause, but
that's the only qulet mo-
ment in the play.

And Kanata Theatre's
production of Peter Usti-
nov's comedy al the open-
Ing on Thursday night
was a lively and fanciful
presentation a8 befls an
adult fairy story.

The four coloncls —
British, American, French
and Ruwlan — are wup-
posed 10 be trying to
sottle & dispute over a
small village in the Hanz

By MAUREEN PETERSO!
Journal Masic and Drama
Crite -

Thero are four scones (n
The Love of Four Colonels,
Pater Ustinov's adorable re.
tolllng of the falrytale of
Slecplng Boauty, that make
the Kanata Theatre produc-
tlon at Earl of March High
School truly worthwhile.

© four scemes, which
comprise noarly all of the
second act, show how four
colonels, an American, a
Frene , 2 Russian and
up Englishman visualize the
romanUe ideal of them-

Mountalns  shortly after
the Second World War.
Dut they are more con-
cerned about their head-
quarters which are small,
cramped and ugly. They
have cyes on & mysierious
castle In the foreat, which
thoy can see (rom their
office window.

The village mayor warns
them to forget their de-
signs, but before he can
convince them the Wicked
Fairy shows up, followed
soon afierwards by the
Good Fairy, and the two
lead the colonels to the
castle whero Deauty, the
princess, has been  aslecp

for 100 ycars, The story s
famillar,

Ustinov has written
some sly and witty din-

nd taciturn
would ha

tol
novells

Pat Carroll as the solid wicked wi

using Gallie gestures. ™y Inta doing things his
y.
Russian colonel war ns

For the most part he
any showed greal restraint, but
us during the Brluish fantasy

logue for his characters pejieve a Russian should — 8 1poof on Shakespeare

and the K
able 1o glve a good
accounting in the roles.

la casl Wad yoEyen In his fantasy — he played o Fool and
with Beauty, the Soviet came perilously close 1o
colonel stuck to his knit- overaciing. The temptation

The colonels, Dob ling instead of irying to Was almost too great,
Knlght, Dewl Willlams, seduce the princess.

Laurence Thornton and

But custing Ron Maslin  Goody lwo-slmcs‘
s the Wicked Falry (the _Mary Holmes' Good

And Gwen Knight
showed that Beauty was
more then a pretty face.
She could change charac-
ter to fit the fancy of
cach of the colonels with
the easc of a chamelon,
and each was canvincing,

For the second time this
season Kanata Theatre has
shown imagination in

choosing
in presenting it
credit for the success of
The Love of Four Co-
lonels goes to director
Brooke Keneford. He
chose his cast with care
and trained them to deliv-
er the alyly clever lines so
that the characters came
i

y Kanata group

Sets, dasigned by Ron
Mulin, and some imagi-
native lighting by Bill
Williams “also helped to
mak Love of Four
Colonels an entertalning
cvening. The play conti-
nues at the Earl of March
High School tonight and
Saturday with curtain at 8
p.m.

Pat Carroll, were particu-
larly well cast and showed
considerable akill in main-
taining the credibility of
thelr roles. Laurence
Thornton was  especially
adept at sustaining his
French accent and In

role played by Ustinov in
the original ~production)
was a stroke of luck.

Mr. Muslin simpered, he
postured, he sulked and he
wheedled us be tried to
cajole the colonels nnd
Beauty and the Good Fai-

Falty was o real goody
twa-shoes. She looked
sweet and kind and gentle
ond yet displayed a fine
show " of spirit when she
foiled the Wicked Fairy st
his work. She was a good
contrast 1o Mr. Maslin.

N selves. Tho spoofs of natlonal

stercotypes are gems of com-
edy. I won't spoll any of the

First act raffers
The first act, altvough &
contalns some winning m
ments, suffers on the whole
trom & miscalculation on tho

2

. il'oll\ of the set deslgner. Wo

PETER USTINOV

13, rue Vineuse
75016 Paris

23rd

Ms. Marg Allen
2 Banting Crescent

K2K-1P4

Kanata, Ont. K2K-IP4

Dear Ms. Allen,

aro soriously distracted by
clomonts of the second act
set which should bo but
aren't Invisible.

Generally, the scts, whilo
not gorgoous, are far too
elaborate for this stago crow
1o handlo and too flimsy to be
coavincing, 1t Is distracting
1o watch a wall wobblo and
sway to such an extent that
We are Inclined to worry If It
will fall.

‘Thero aro somo fine, occa-
slonally even brilllant ch
acterizations in the elght-
mombor cast, but thero Is an
overall flaw that could, I
think, be corrected by a con-
sclentious director, The meat
of nearly overy sceno Is well
played, lines are well dellv-
ered, well-tmed and full of
comle flavor but the pacing
dlsappears getting lnto and
out of each of the little dia-
logues. It Is like listening to a
cocktall party with its eddles
of conversation,

The flaw-ls not In the

ally mimicking a Yank. Pat
Carroll was a rlot In his
dream sequence of a French-
man, but his French Colonel
lacked convicton as did
Mary Uolmes' Danovan.
Despite the senso of com-
mon humanity Ustinov In-
fused Into his ropresentatives

script, for Ustinoy very cle-

verly constructed his piay so

that even awkward transl- |

tions contaln something on
which we can focus our at-
tentlon.

Solid acting

Bob Torsey as Colonel”

Alexander Ikonenko and Ron
Maslin as The Man get my
vote for really salld porfor-
mances, although  Maslin
took a little while to warm up
and in the exhausting second
act lapsed Intormittently Into
sllliness between the major
scens.

Gwen Kalght as the Beauty
was often stunning, particu-
larly as an American vamp-
tramp, but her performance
was spotty. She would reach
a peak and then her enthusi-
asm seemed (o lag.

under a bush for most of the
first act although his second
act performanco was mas-
terful, a deliclous caricature
of a proper and self<con-
sclous English officer, Bob
as the American

iged some flne moments
although his bumbling and
Innocence was more a matter
of forgetting lines than actu-

February 1976.

Your kind letter of 3Ist December,
1975, chased Mr. Ustinov over half the world
and finally only just caught up with him in

Paris !

i if your
But have no regrets, since 1
letter had reached him in‘tlme. he would have
been unable anyways t_:u join you
in the middle of a film.

as he was right

Otherwise, schedule enabling, he

woul

d have been delighted to be present in

Kanata. He hopes you had great success 1n

you
his very best

wishes.

r venture and sends your theatre group

L. Couturier
Secretary

The Four
Colonels

of good and evil, we must stll
bo able to aco them in clear
apposition and this was not
always casy.

But tho "play liself Is o
charmer and liko all good
falrytales It hos at least one
moral. Ustinov has scattered

Friday, January 16, 1976

Good spoofs by Kanata Theatre

most Important pechaps Is
that the (deal, the perfect
beauty, Is unaltatnable and
wo should be grateful, not
sad, that this Is so. A litte
more attention to scene traf-
fic and a little less to sot
would have mado thiy an

The Ottawa Journal 31

KAV A74

them  throughout but tho oven better production.
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Love of Fou

A salute to the four colonels and the re3t
of the cast of Peter Ustinov's “The Love of
Four Colonels”. The Kanata Theatre
Group, currently in its seventh season,
provided us with witty light hearted en-
tertainment and was enjoyed by an
audience which broke all previous at-

ce records. Bob Knight, Dewi
Williams, Laurence Thornton and Pat
Carroll were the colonels stationed at the
Allied Military Administration in Her-
20genburg. Dissatisfied with their officlal
headquarters, they requested the Mayor,
played by Bob Horsey lo allow them to
take up residence in an old castle. Into
their lives came the Wicked Fairy, played
by Ron Maslin and the Good Fairy, played
by Mary Holmes, who granted them thelr
wish and took them to the castle where
Sleeping Beauty, played by Gwen Knight

feview

r Colonels

and Chamberlain, played by Bob Horsey
lived. At the castle the calonels were able
10 go back in time and woo sleeping beauty
in the historical age most dear to their

hearts.

Both the acting and the stage setting
were excellent and special mention must
£ to Ron Maslin who not only designed the
sets but played the role of the Wicked
Fairy, also to Brooke Keneford who
directed the play, It was a most enjoyable
evening's entertainment.

To read the programme is to note the
number of persons involved in producing
these plays. Their names are top
numerous to mention but their con-
tributions to these productions are not the
less appreciated. We look forward to the
next production in March, which will be
staged on four consecutive nights,

This s an exclusive photograph of the Kanata Theatre's
presentation of The Four Colonels at the Earl of March High
School last week. This is the opening scene of Act Two. This is an
exclusive photograph because photographer Larry Batchelar was

asked not to take anymore piclures because it was alleged that

the photographers’ flash

was interrupting the play.







PETER USTINOV

13, rue Vineuse
75016 Paris

23rd fFebruary I976.

Ms. Marg Allen
2 Banting Crescent
Kanata, Ont. K2K-IP4

Dear Ms. Allen,

Your kind letter of 3Ist December,
I975, chased Mr. Ustinov over half the world

and finally only just caught up with him in
Paris !

But have no regrets, since if your
letter had reached him in time, he would have

been unable anyways to join you as he was right
in the middle of a film.

Otherwise, schedule enabling, he
would have been delighted to be present in
Kanata. He hopes you had great success in
your venture and sends your theatre group

his very best wishes.
\
d\\@xw\x\
L \Q&

. Couturier
Secretary
















T

By MAUREEN PETERSON

Journal Mnusic and Drama
Critle G

There are four scenes in

The Love of Four Colonels, -

Peter Ustinov’s adorable re-
tolling of the fairytale of
Siceping Beauty, that make
the Kanata Theatre produc-
tion at Earl of March High
School truly worthwhile,

The four scenes, which
cemprize pearly all of the
second act, show how four
colonels, an American, a

Frenchman, a Russtan and

2n Englishman visualize the
romantie -‘ideal of them-

Two Ham]
renew puzzle

. S L 70 of conversation. - - -
LONDON (UPI) — Two Hamlets 3,465 miles apart

selves. The spoofs of national
stereofypes are gems of com-
edy. I won’t spoil any of the
fun by divulging what goes on
in each scene as that would
be like telling the punchline
of a joke. Suffice to say they
are period pieces and both
Hollywoed and Russian dra-
matists (with thelr penchant
for dense profundity) take a
thorough thrashing,
First act sulfers

The first act, aslthough it .
contains some winnlng mo-
ments, suffers on the whole
from a miscaleulation on the
part of the set designer, We

1]

s

— Albert Finney in London and Sam Waterston in New .-
York — are proving yet again that the role can only °
beat the best of actors but spreadeagle them.,

Britain’s National Theatre, in an uncut Hamlet
lasting nearly four hours, is giving Finney his long-
awailed first major Shakespeare role.

He doesn’t so much leap this biggest hurdle of his
career as run straight through it. His prince moves

and speaks at the gallop.

Finney portrays an energetic, brown-bearded

Hamlet who hasn’t a drop of poetry in him. The role is

played from first to last in a single key, the famous
speeches rasped in a scarcely varied monotone.

This can have unexpected dividends when over-
familiar lines race past before you see them coming,
Many of the solilognies make new sense, -

But - Finney’s performance, like the whole of
director Peter Hall’s spare production, is part of an

icy pure intellectual eonce

pt — that of sacrificing .

everything {o Shakespeare’s words,. : -

Not a syllable of the second guarto text is eut. The
single set is a simple grey wall with a classic gateway,
There are no iricks, no distractions, no visible “inter-
pretaiion” in this wholly straightforward presenta-

tion.

Some critics went into modified réptures, but the

majority found it a puzzle to know that Finney and

Hall are trying to do, an irritation to

havs the play

hurled at them with such relentless directness — and

found four hours of Shakespear unadorned a bit of a

trial.

Sitar players
P of IS T

[VoRa, ASTROLOGY |
AND PALMISTRY

Toatieth® Fvag 30vin S rdlcise % 2nen

_ mances,

" Xnight as

o

i

AL

are seriously distracted by
elements of the second act
set which should be but
aren’t invisible,-

Generally, the sets, while
not gorgeous, are .far too
elaborate for this stage crew
to handie and too flimsy to be
convineing. It js disiracting
to watch a wall wobble and
sway to such an extent that
we are inclined to worry if it
will fall,

There are some fine, occa-
sionally even brilliant char-
acterizations in the eighi-
member cast, but there is an -
over-all flaw thal could, I

. think, be corrected by a con-

scientious director, The meat
of nearly every scene is well -
played, lines are well deliv-
ered, well-timed and full of
comic flavor but the pacing

- disappears getting into and

out of each of the little dia--
logues. It is like listening to a
cocktail party with its eddies

The flaw is not in the
script, for Ustinov very cle-
verly constructed his play so
that even awkward iransi-
tions contain something on
which we can focus our at-
tention. ,

. Solid acting ,j

Bob Horsey as Colonel”
Alexander Tkonenko and Ron
Maslin as The Man get my
vote for really solid perfor-
although Maslin
took a little while to warm up
and in the exhausting seeond
act lapsed Intermitiently into

-silliness between the major

scenes,

Gwen Knight as the Beauty
was often stunoing, particu-
larly as an American vamp-
tramp, but her performance
was spotty. She would reach
a peak and then her enthusi-
asm seemed o lag.

Dewi Willlams as the Fn.
glish Colonel hid his light
under a bush for most of the

. first act although his second -

act performance was mas-
terful, a delicions caricahmre
of a proper and self-con-
scious English officer. Bob
the American
managed some fine moments -
althengh his bumbling and
innocence was more a matier
of forgetting lines than acty-
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ally mimicking a YVank, Pat
Carroll was o riot in his
dream seguence of a French-
man, but his French Colonel
lacked conviction as did
Mary Holmes® Donovan.
Despite the sense of com-
wmon hwmarnity Ustinov in-

fused into his representatlives

i

Ly
e z,

it s b

o

o r
bz able 10 see them In clear
onpositicn and 1his was not

Buf the play itself is g
charmer and like all good
feirvytales it has at least one
raoral, Ustinoy has scattered
them throughout but the

f good and evil, we must still
X

Friday, January 18,1976

most important perhaps is
that the ideal, the perfsct
beauty, is unattainable and
we should be grateful, not

sad, that this is so. A little

more attention to scems traf-
fic and a little less to set
would have made this an
even befter production.




%By Betty wammmgs ,

Ass:.mnl music and drams editor

i The' Love of Fair Co-

lonels  may open _with an
incredibly long’ pause, but

that’s the only qulet ‘mo-

ment- in the play.”

¢ And * Kanata’, Theatrest
producnon of Peter Usti-
nov's comedy at the open-.
ing on Thursday ‘night’
was a lively and, fancxful{
presentation  as bcﬁts an »

adult fairy story,
The' four colonels

posedi ‘to be
settle” a dlsputc over ' a

iy .:

e TSESSNOTRSE TR R

itty Peter.

Wy xiiMayy ..muuzu_y 10, 1710

Mountams shortly after
the. Second World War
But they are’ more ! con-
cerned about their - hcad—
quarters whlch arg ;small,
\crampcd and { ugly, Thcy
thave eyes on a mystenous
castle in the fotest,: 'which
lhey -can ee from: ~their:

;Ofﬁce window. 1

- The vnllagc mayor warnsy

them * to - forget” their - de—f‘

.signs, but before he can

“.."¥ convince them thc Wicked
~ ; Fairy shows ‘u
British, ‘American, Frcnch
and Russian — are sup-*
trying to

foimwed
soon aftcrwar g by, the
Good " Fairy, and the' two
lead the” colonels ‘to " the

~ castle - wherg Beauty, ‘the -
:mall vd!age in. the Hartz~

prmccss, has been asleep

[
I

Ustinov play

for 100
famlhar
wUsunov has wrmen
ome sly and witty dia-
fogue for his . characters

years. The story is

and the Kanata cast was

“able to give a' good
accountmg in the roles.

1 Thc ‘colonels, Bob
;nght Dewi Wllhams
Laurence ° Thornton and
Pat Carroll, were particu-
Mlarly well cast and showed
-considerable skill in main-
taining the credxbxhty of
their roles. Laurence
Thornton was especially
-adept at . sustaining his
French accent and in

;{1 !

o

using - Gallic gestures,

Pat Carroll as the solid
Russian colonel was as
stolid and taciturn as any
novelist, would have us
believe. a Russian  should
be. Even in his fantasy
with Beauty, the Soviet

‘colonel stuck to his knit-

ting instead of trying to
seduce the princess.

But' casting Ron Maslin
as the Wicked Fairy (the
role played by Ustinov in
the original production)
was .a stroke of luck,

Mr., Maslin simpered, he
postured, he sulked and he
wheedled as he tried to
cajole the colonels and

Beauty and the Go?d Fai-

ry into doing things his-
wicked way, ‘ '

For the most part he
showed great restraint, but
during the British fantasy -
— a spoof on Shakespeare
— he played a Fool and
came perilously close to
overacting, The temptatlon
was almost too great

Goody two-sbocs

Mary . Holmes’ Good,
Fairy was a real goody
two-shoes, She looked
sweet and kind and gentle

~and yet: dlsplaycd a fine

show of , spirit when she
foiled the Wicked Fairy at
his work. She was a good
contrast to Mr Maslin.



vell by

And Gwen nght
* showed that Beauty was

more than a pretty face..

" She could change charac-
iter to fit the fancy of
each of the colonels with
_the ease of a chamelon,
and each was convincing. |

- For the second time this
season Kanata Theatre has
‘'shown imagination in

-lonels goes
"Brooke Keneford.

“to life. .

Lana ta ¢

choosing a p!ay and sk:ll
in presenting it. Much
credit for the success of
The Love of Four Co-
to director
He
chose his ‘cast with care
and trained them to deliv-

“er the slyly clever lines so

that ‘the characters came

Sets, desxgrxed hy Ron
Maslin, and some imagi-
native lighting by Bill
Williams also heiped to,
make The Love of Four|

‘Colonels an enter taining |

evening. The play conti-
nues at the Earl of March
High School tomght and
Saturday wnh curtzin at §
p.m.
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