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for Kanata Theatre's forthcoming productlon of “Life With Father" are (left to
Doss Ilolfn\llr.\ Keneford and Andrew Willinms. Directed by Eufron and Dew!

L ULie W her' will be performed May 15, 18 & 17 ot the Earl of March I
Curtatn ime Is 8 pm. (Photo by Glselle),

= =

In rehearsal for “Life with Father are Ann |

«y s . 5> Dubras, Anne Rombeek, Sian Williams, and
Llfe wtth Father Marianne Wilkinson. 8.00 pm May 15, 16, 17 at |

Earl of March (Photo by Gisclle).

. e + are Heather Wall and Pat Carroll.

In rebearsal for Kanata Theatre's “Life With Father™ are gl by
Pertarmance dates are May I5-17. . Earl of March high schoal ... Curlarh U WFH"””
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Life with Father a light, amusing time in Kanata
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Father knows best but

mother gets her way

1ot Carroll gave an cxcellent per
farmance At the apparently
Jomineering fater  ruling hie
Tamily with an iron will bot in

v manipulated by

tical unteachet

nance D
and Andrew W

patural and believable and coped
with the occasion remarkably
well

Although the Group was on
much safer ground with this well
knawn play with its good dialogue
and constant action. full credit
must go to the co-directors. Dewl
and Eufron Williams for their cx
~ellent handling of the cast
Svery detail was well thought out
and managed cffectively At
times there could have been
problems when several af the cast
were on stage at one time, but the
action and sitloning were
skillfully handled

The quality of this production
was maintained by a strong suj
porting cast. Sian Williams gave a

ormance as the first of a

series of maids driven away by
the outbursts of the 'head of the
household'. The other maids were

layed by Ann Rombeek
fiariaome Wikinson and Sally
Rose. with Ann Du Bras as the

[," dvaiol

W timer who understond the  chang A techeical detal
wave of her employet were handled very effictentls
Nosernary Kennelord gave her  Praise should also g0 (0 ail those
weua) competent performance a3 concerned wiIA the erntames the
he wisiting cousin with Linda  women s gawns were well desin
" In tow as (he goung girl e and mest attractive
who provided Clarences lirst
st wilh true love The Kanata Thealr

s wuilably anctoous  Kaving some difficults
clergyman canting his way  permanent place
Ihrough vistie tn the Day  ther sets
hewsehald - John Gilliland and — pits
Farl McLavghtin plaved the lwo  shoal
Yoctore of 3«
The Group had ohyioscly put 2 thes
ereat deal of hard work and
vought inta this production which
vided most enjovable famils

Who really was the benevolent dictator
In Kanata Theatre Group's presentation of
“'Life with Father""? Crrtalnly Pat Carroll,
as Clarence Day Senior, would have had

Life with father

lleather Walt gave an effective per
formance as the wife who takes her job of
geting her husband into heaven seriously

It was a sensitive first performance

the audience believe he was, but Heather
Walt, as his wife Vinnle. conlrolled the
Day household with charm and (irmness
Eufron and Dewi Wil rected their
excellet cast in a thoroughly audience
pleasing comedy which revolves around

family. Some thi
much — family, religion, politics, young
Tove, death and taxes were as important
\hen as now. But, in International
Women's Year, Father's comment to his
eldest son, during a person-to-person talk.
that “'a woman doesn’t think at all, they
just get stirred up"”, thankfully seems less
felevant and amusing than in life with
Father's lime.

Pat Carroll added another outstanding
performance o his past successes. His
Rollity to play comedy is a great asset to
the Group and it is a pleasure (o hear him
use his voice soskillully.

from Jonathan Kulin as the eldest son and
the three other young men who played the
sons. Peter William, David Boss and
Andrew Willlams acted their roles with
naturalness and charm

Rosemary Kemneford was delightfully
coy as the family’s favourite cousin and
Linda Hanson played her role as the eldest
son's romantc (nterest nicely

The smaller roles were well-handled by
the rest of the cast, especially Ann Dubras
as the maid, Margaret, and Bob Horsey as
{he santimonious Reverend Dr Lioyd

The production stalf did an impressive
job. Ted Watson designed an interesting
period set, the properties supported the
mood of the set well and the costumes,
designed by Mary Mauger, were at-
tractive and colourful

was an excellent finale o the 1974-
75season.

Review  29/s5/75
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Good
Life

| With
Father

Journal Review
By ROBIN DORRELL

Kanata Theatre’s produc-
tion of Life With Father is a
perfectly delightful event and
the play is shown to good ad-
vantage. It is being presented
in the Earl of March High
School, Kanata.

Written by Howard Lindsay
and Russel Crouse, this popu-
lar comedy for a long time
held the record for a Broad-
way run. Based on the hu-
morous sketches by Clarence
Day, the centre of which are
‘his mercurial father and cun-
ning mother, the play first
appeared in 1939,

The play is actually a fond
look back at Day’s Victorian
parents who are really stereo-
types of middle class mothers
and fathers of days gone by.
Dad believes the way to han-
5 dle women is to “be firm,”

ghile Mum, fsﬁ?‘.% WX, .
e ¢ efiing

' Dad’s resolve.

L.

Judging by the guffaws and

- cheers from Friday night’s

audience, this is still the

name of the game in respect-

able March Township house-
holds,



But even for those unable
to identify with this stage
mum and dad, the family
rows are never harsh and
always fun. Would that all
family rows were such!

Directed by Dewi and Eu-
fron Williams, Kanata
Theatre’s cast is first rate.
Pat Carroll is appropriately
gouchy as father but there’s
the hint of the pussy cat un-
derneath. Heather Walt as his
wife Vinnie is downright ex-
cellent and captures to per-
fection that female talent for
covering native smartess
with what appears to be
dimness, thus not threatening
spouse’s ego.

There are four children in
this family, all boys, and
moving they are played —
youngest to eldest -« by An-
drew Williams, David Boss,
Pater Williams and Jonathan
Kuhn. It’s a super quartet
with Jonathan Kuhn having
the most to do and doing it
beautifully.

There are many others in
the cast, all good, and they
are well dressed by Mary
Mauger, well lit by Bill Wil-
liams, and play before a fine
set designed by Ted Watson
that is given admirably de-
tailed attention by the props
people.

All in alf, Kanata Theatre’s
Life With Father is a job well
done indeed and extremely
entertaining.
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