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Kanata Theatre Opens Season With “Dear Charles”
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Dear Charles

Elsle Bryant (as Martha) and Pat Carroll (as Edward) ln the recent production of Dear
Charles by the Kanata Theatre Group. shotobyS S dades

Kanata Theatre Group
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Doreen Boss steals the show in ‘Dear Charles’

By JEREMY FREEDMAN

Dear Charles was presented
on Thursdav. Friday and
Saturday of last week. and
once again. the Kanata
Theatre Group succeeded in
pleasing their audiences. as
was quite evident by the reac-
ton that the audience had
towards the cast.

I attended the play on Satur-
day evening. and in its final
evening. the cast showed ex-
ceplional poise. and certainly
was able to present the play in
a much more than adequate
way

The set was tremendous. |
really thought that the props.
especially the portrait of
Charles was well done. and
the entire sel was put together
in an organized. uncluttered
fashion. My compliments go
to Ron Maslin. who was
responsible for Set Design.

The play featured twelve
players. but the star of the
show was Denise Darvel. the
husbandless mother with
three children. She was
played by Doreen Boss. who
was. to say Lhe least. superb
This character called for a
special type of personality
sort of light and bubbly. but at
the same time. deeply con-
cerned with the situation she
faces Mrs. Boss pulls off this
role excellently. Her vocal
tones and actions were
perfect for the part

The three “fathers™ were
played by Brook Kenneford.
Laurence Thornton. and Bob
Knight. and I've got
something 1o say about all of
them.

Mr. Kenneford was great
I've watched him in other
Kanata Theatre Group
productions. and he has such a
strong character that each
part he plays. he seems to fit
into the role perfectly. When [
leave the theatre, and I im-
agine the characters as they
really would be. I piclure Mr.
Kenneford as being the only
person who could have played
the part he did. In my mind,
he’s just that convincing. Mr.
Kenncfords motions with his
drinks are extremely funny.
and equally convincing as lo
his versatile personality

Mr. Thornton. playing the
part of Jan Letzaresco. a

|

Polish Pianist. brings back
memories of his work In

Hunting Stuart™. because of
his very strong voice.
claborate actions. and flam-
bovant style. He was ex-
cellent. as always.

Bob Knight played the third
father. a quieter. gentler per-
son than the other two
husband's. but equally convin-
cing in his portrayal of a
Frenchman. who. it is reveal-
ed to us later. met Denise
Darvel completely by mis-
take.

The children were plaved by
Bob Horsev. Diana Fajrajsl.
and Brian McLaughlin. and all
three did a pretty good job.
Brian’s lines were belter than
the others. as he was required
to be the honest. vounger.
mischiefmaker of the family.
and 1 liked his performance

Diana didn't have to play a

- Journal Revlew
By ROBIN DORRELL
There's a happy atmo-
sphere surrounding Dear
anata Theatre's
in this, its sixth

1t opened Thursdoy night
and can be scen tonight and
Saturday in the Earl of
March high schoal, curtain $

pan.

Dear Charles, by Alan Mel-

ville, is a average run-of-the-

By Bepyii picce, meant for light en-

5 “'""e"' tertainment only. It offers

| Grou nothing in the way of social
light touch with comedy.

And a good example of

this development is the

i current  production, Dear

N L T

picked
antique

for four pounds and was
not the kindly husband

strong character. as her part
in the play wasn't as powerful
as some of the others. but she
did have to portray an older
person than she actually is.
and this she did extremely
well. Diana was good. but
what T really want 1o see is
her in a more major role. as
know that she will improve
with experience. She is good
now. but T believe Diana has
the potential Lo be a leading
star. given the chance.

Bob Horsey played the older
son. and he seemed Lo be the
leader of the children. and this
he portrayed very well.

Pat Carroll. playing the doc-
tor. didn't really have to big a
role altfiough he was on stage
most of the time. and his
presence was fell.

The maid. played by Elsie
Bryant. was convincingly-fun-

observation, the characters
are paper thin, and the plot
painfully predictable.

Taken on its own terms it's
an acceptable bit of fuff. It
depends entirely on the per-

formarces for its success.

And the Kanata Theatre pea-

ple have come up with per-

formapces that often nudge
the play towards that success.

1n one particular case, that
of Doreen Boss, the nudge is
very hefty indeed. She pl

the lead, a mother of threc il-

legitimate grown-up children

who are suddealy in need of o
| father. On stage throughout
the play, Miss Boss holds
forth like a champion, con-
tinually lifting the pace in the
calmest way, flinging away
lines with an easy humor, do-
minating everythiog and ev-
erybody like an upper-class
version of Maude.

Were the rest of the cast
able to match her blow for
blow there is no doubt Dear
Charles would have been a
tremendous success. Some
come close, and have to work
with leser material, but the
support they offer is uneven.

To mention some dgesn't
mean that the unmentioned
are unmentionable. But some

nv. and her lines were cx-
tremely well delivered.

e Duchemins. the mother
plaved by Brenda Robinson.
and her children. plaved by
Ann Hopper and Barry Kirk.
really didn't get much of a
chance to demonstrate their
various lalents, but thev were
necessary. and the mather’s

closing scene was excellent.

On whole. ''Dear
Charles™ was funny. well
acted. well directed by
Maurice Dubras. and very
well produced by Jim Holmes.
T enjoyed the performance.
and 1 eagerly look forward to
the Kanata Theatre Group's
next presentation.

O TTAWA

very practical maid, for ex-
ample, and Brian McLaughlin
is most effective as the youn-
gest son in the family, ¢
fully and clumsily unsophis-
ticated. Diana Fajrajsl should
be noticed, too, not so much
for her acting but for having
“a rare quality called stage
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Dear

Dear Charles — he hung above the
mantel. He was a real bargain at 4 pounds
— why even the frame alone was worth
that much! Dear Charles Is a light airy
comedy by Alan Melville, adopted from
Les Enfants d'Edouard. The story Is wov-
en around the predicament of Denlse,
authoress and mother. When two of her
chilren are about to marry Into the
Duchemin family, Denise decides she
‘must explain to the children that Charles is
not thelr real father, but only a figment of
her imagination. She had just liked the
look of his face when she saw the picture in
an antique store. Doreen Bass, as
plays her part with breezy aplomb as she
works out a solution to provide a
legitimate father for her illegitimate
children. She is aided by Elsle Bryant as
the maid and Pat Carroll as Edward the
doctor. She gathers together at her home
the three fathers of her children. Brook
Kenneford Is the tweedy stuffy Sir
Michael, father to the eldest son Walter,
played by Bob Horsey. Laurence Thornton
Is the excitable polish pianist, Jan, father
to the daughter Martine, played by Diana
Fajrajsl. Bob Knight is the mysterious
frenchman, Daminique, father of Bruno
played by Brian McLaughlin. Maybe one
of these fathers will marry Denise and
provide her with a legitimate father for

children. Not to be! Dear Charles will
continue to serve very well as the fic-
titious, substitute father.

Denise, whose predicament arose

| because was

V. 1% . 197%-

Charles

Irresistably portrayed by Doreen Boss.
Doreen carried the play with yerre ngd

Dominique so reserved and mysterious
and Sir Michael so very proper. The three
children also played their parts ad-
‘mirably. The Duchemin family was played
by Brenda Robinson as Madame
Duchemin, Ann Hopper as Lucienne ber
daughter and Barry Kirk as Jean-Pierre
son.
Dear Charles was enjoyable light
rted e ent, ly well
performed in a very elegant setting
designed by Ron Maslin.

good time, \ |

lops comedy touch
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| believe in all
[ood sense
ne son and the
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lovers and legi-
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Boss's capable
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as the stuffy
hael and Bob
the mysterious
were understat-

stunu out. Elsie Bryant is a
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painting shc

up in a litle
shop in Brighton “suffers.”
100 whe

excitable,

—mpetent, provid-

the mantel, the ing & perfect foil for the
Dear Charles of the title,
was really j

**bargain”

temperamental
played by Lau-

rence Thornton.
My God how that_man

but we suffercd
n Mr. Thornton

came perilously close to

over-acting. A bit of res-
traint on his part would |
have been welcome. |
Creditable performances
were given by Elsic
Bryant, as the tart-tongu-
d” maid, who overcame o |
tendency to race through |
her lines at the beginning
of the play, and Pat
Carroll, as the solid, un-
derstanding family doctor.
They provided the steady-
ing Influence in the fcy
houschold.
Ron Maslin has design-
ed and constructed a truly
hundsome and clegant set
complete with curving
staircase and a painting of
Dear Charles, which is
based on the physiognomy
of CBC critic Charles
Haines. '

Dear Charles is a de-
lightful evening of light
comedy entertainment and
continues at the Earl of
March High School to-
night and Saturday with
curtain at 8 p.m.
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